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Heritage gamification — a new 
trend promoting national cul-
ture and historical legacies — 

has increasingly emerged as an effective 
way to boost tourism development in 
the country.

More and more visitors, particularly 
the young, are choosing to experience 
games provided during their visits. 
These games offer fruitful information 
and images about the heritage sites they 
are visiting.

In these games, heritage sites are ac-
curately and meticulously recreated to 
enhance visitors’ excitement and inter-
action with the relics. For instance, with 
a simple login and following the instruc-
tions on an app, six teams of tourists can 
join a game that involves overcoming 10 
challenges associated with the ancient 
village of Duong Lam, a renowned heri-
tage site in Son Tay Town, about 44 kilo-
meters west of central Hanoi.

The app guides users to various des-
tinations within the heritage site. Upon 
arrival, it provides information about 
the location and assigns missions and 

challenges tied to the site’s unique fea-
tures. The app presents questions and 
suggests answers, enabling players to 
explore and experience more about the 
site.

Players who successfully navigate the 
games can enrich their knowledge about 
Duong Lam, the first ancient village in 
Vietnam recognized as a national histor-
ical and cultural heritage site in 2006.

The village is renowned for its giant 
banyan trees, communal house, old 
fresh water wells, rice fields, pagodas 
and shrines. It is also famous for tradi-
tional candies such as keo lac and keo 
vung, made of sugarcane molasses, pea-
nuts and sesame.

Experts said gamification is a prom-
ising new direction for tourism devel-
opment, offering more opportunities 
to promote the country’s culture and 
history in a creative and engaging way.

Nguyen Dang Thao, director of the 
Management Board of Duong Lam 
Village, told the Dai Doan Ket (Great 
Unity) newspaper that heritage gamifi-
cation has opened up a new approach 

to attracting more tourists, including 
young people, to visit the heritage site.

“In the coming time, we will focus 
on building more game products based 
on traditional heritage values, provid-
ing visitors with new experiences when 
they come to Duong Lam,” Thao said.

According to Pham Hai Quynh, di-
rector of the Asian Tourism Develop-
ment Institute, gamifying heritage sites 
in Vietnam is not only a new direction 
for tourism develop-
ment but also offers 
opportunities for 
recreating and pro-
moting the country’s 
culture and history in a creative and at-
tractive manner.

“By combining modern technology 
and traditional cultural heritage, gam-
ification projects have helped open up 
a new form of cultural publicity. They 
attract tourists, particularly young peo-
ple, while contributing to cultural pres-
ervation and education,” Quynh said.

“Moreover, this trend is a strong driv-
ing force for the development of the 

cultural industry, expanding its influ-
ence and creating economic value for 
the country.”

Nguyen Ba Tung, director of the 
Outing Technology JSC, noted: “In the 
tourism industry, most tourists typical-
ly enjoy their travel experiences pas-
sively. However, they now want to im-
merse themselves in tourism activities 
at each destination.”

Tung said that in response to this 
trend and with the 
advancement of 
technology, his com-
pany had developed 
games based on the 

culture and heritage of each destination 
through a mobile application (Outing 
app), offering tourists more engaging 
and meaningful experiences.

He emphasized the benefits of her-
itage gamification, saying that it pro-
vides unique experiences for tourists 
and plays a crucial role in preserving 
and developing national cultural values.

According to Tung, gamification en-
riches visitors’ knowledge and raises 

awareness about cultural values in a 
modern context by transforming cul-
tural heritage into interactive expe-
riences. It brings heritage to life and 
makes it more relatable to the public, 
especially the younger generation.

Tung and his team have created many 
heritage game tours, including those 
at Duong Lam Village and the Hung 
Vuong Museum, which have become 
popular with both domestic and foreign 
tourists.

Many visitors to the Hung Vuong 
Museum in Viet Tri City, in the north-
ern province of Phu Tho, are excited to 
participate in a role-playing game tour 
called “Code from Antiquities.”

After downloading the heritage 
gamification application, they embark 
on an adventure, searching for codes 
within the museum. The players must 
solve puzzles related to antiquities dis-
covered in the ancestors’ land. Each 
solved puzzle reveals stories about the 
nation’s history, culture and famed fig-
ures.

“Given the popularity of these new 

tour styles among locals and foreigners, 
we are currently developing more heri-
tage game tours at tourist destinations 
such as Hanoi, the Museum of Ethnolo-
gy and the Viet Nam Village for Ethnic 
Cultures,” Tung said.

In Vietnam, heritage gamification 
began over 10 years ago with the TV 
game show Ha Noi 36 Pho Phuong (36 
Ancient Streets in Hanoi), which pio-
neered the combination of entertain-
ment and education.

Heritage gamification emerges as effective way to boost tourism development in Vietnam
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India still relies on coal while pushing solar energy

BENGALURU, India (AP) 
— India Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi was in 
the midst of a monthslong 
reelection campaign this 
April when he took to so-

cial media to trumpet a “remarkable 
feat!” and a “historic milestone” for his 
country: crossing 1 billion metric tons 
of coal and lignite production. It was 
proof, Modi said, of India’s “commit-
ment to ensuring a vibrant coal sector.”

A month later, for the third year in a 
row, his government ordered some coal 
plants to run at full capacity to meet 
high electricity demand during the in-
creasingly hot summer months.

Even though India has been signifi-
cantly increasing its renewable energy 
capacity in recent years, when demand 
for electricity surges, it still goes back 
to its most trusted source of power: 
coal.

For the first six months of this year, 
India has responded to major energy 

demand from its growing population 
and greater cooling needs because of 
extreme heat, in part due to climate 
change, by relying on its coal-fired 
plants. The country also plans to add 
more coal plants.

India’s coal demand rose nearly 10% 
in 2023, or about 105 million metric 
tons, in the biggest jump by percentage 
for any country, according to the Inter-
national Energy Agency. Demand in 
China rose 6%.

“We know the Indian government 
is serious about its climate commit-
ments,” said Carlos Fernandez Alvarez, 
the lead author of the IEA report. But 
he acknowledged the “huge need to en-
sure people have electricity” in India, 
and added: “We don’t believe that India 
will be a front runner in the coal tran-
sition.”

More than 70% of India’s electricity 
needs are still met by coal even though 
renewable energy such as wind and so-
lar power is growing.

India last year became the world’s 
most populous nation, with 1.4 billion 
people. Electricity demand is projected 
to grow by at least 6% annually for the 
next few years, according to the IEA.

Why coal still rules in India
India has millions of people mired in 

poverty, but millions more who are be-
ing lifted from poverty as the country’s 
economy develops. And many of those 
will be able to afford some relief.

“Even if someone gets a fan or an air 
cooler to make their life a little more 
comfortable, cumulatively you will see 
the need for a lot more electricity,” said 
Charith Konda, an energy analyst with 
the Institute for Energy Economics and 
Financial Analysis. He said 7% growth 
in annual demand “is the bare mini-
mum” he expects.

While renewables are growing, India 
needs to add a lot of battery storage so 
that power can replace coal for night-
time needs, Konda said.

Electricity demand isn’t the only 
force guaranteeing coal’s durability in 
India. Konda pointed to millions of 
jobs in coal, including allied sectors 
such as the railways that control the 
trains used for transporting coal. One 
indicator of coal’s heft: At the height of 
summer in 2022, the government can-
celed nearly 2,000 passenger trains so 
coal freight trains could reach power 
plants faster.

Clean power
India grew its renewable energy ca-

pacity by 25 times over the past decade, 
and now has 195 gigawatts of wind and 
solar power installed.

But it needs to grow faster still. Peak 
electricity demand reached an all-time 
high of 250 gigawatts in May, according 
to a report by the India Energy and Cli-
mate Center at the University of Cali-
fornia, Berkeley. That demand could 
go past 300 gigawatts in the next three 
years, according to the report, which 

said that would mean power shortages 
at night.

The country has set an ambitious 
clean energy goal of 500 gigawatts by 
the end of this decade.

“In 2015-16, we saw a few years of 
really good growth of renewable power. 
Since then, it’s kind of plateaued,” said 
Ashish Fernandes of the think tank Cli-
mate Risk Horizons.

Fernandes and other experts say 
India needs to install at least 50 to 60 
gigawatts of clean power each year to 
meet growing demand. In the last two 
years, due to a mix of policy decisions, 
politics and supply chain issues, less 
than 15 gigawatts of wind and solar 
have been installed annually.

And storage has to be integrated 
into the system, said Konda, the ener-
gy analyst. India has a little less than 4 
gigawatts of storage. The government 
last year announced a $452 million 
plan to support companies installing 
more.

“Battery storage is becoming so 
cheap and is a growth sector globally,” 
said Fernandes, who said India needs to 
invest while prices are low.

The Indian government has also said 
developed nations should provide more 
support, including money and tech-
nological support, to India and other 
Global South nations working toward a 
clean energy transition.

In Dipka, a coal town in central In-
dia that has seen nearly a century of 
mining, life without coal is hard to 
fathom.

“In this region, everything is con-
nected to coal,” said Ramadhar Yadav, 
45, whose family was among villagers 
in the region who sold their fertile land 
decades ago to coal mining companies 
and is now among several hundred res-
idents pressing for jobs in the industry 
in a legal dispute.

“At least for the next 20 years our re-
gion and maybe India as a whole will 
depend on coal, I’m sure of it,” he said.
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Promising Indonesia-Japan economic relations post-election 2024
By Heri Akhmadi
Ambassador of Indonesia to Japan

As major economies like the Unit-
ed States and 
France embark 
on their demo-
cratic processes 
t o  e l e c t  n e w 
leaders, Indone-
sia has already 
decided its fu-
ture by electing 
President-Elect 
Prabowo Sub-
ianto and Vice President-Elect Gi-
bran Rakabuming Raka. The tran-
sition to a new government raises 
questions about potential shifts or 
continuations in Indonesia's bilater-

al relations, particularly with Japan. 
What lies ahead for Indonesia-Ja-
pan economic relations post-elec-
tion 2024?

To envision the future, we can 
refer to the economic blueprint pre-
pared by President-Elect Prabowo. 
His ambitious program, “Indonesia 
Emas 2024,” aims to transform 
Indonesia into a high-income na-
tion by its centennial. This vision is 
encapsulated in the "Hasil Terbaik 
Cepat" program.

The program includes Nutrition 
(ensuring access to balanced 
meals for schools and students to 
address the national issue of high 
stunting levels), Healthcare (pro-
viding free healthcare and building 

quality hospitals at the local level), 
Agriculture (enhancing agricultural 
productivity), Education (upgrad-
ing educational facilities), Welfare 
(continuing welfare card programs 
to eradicate poverty), Bureaucratic 
reform (improving public employee 
welfare to improve the quality of 
public service), and Infrastructure 
(continuing infrastructure develop-
ment with a focus on public hous-
ing for the poor and younger gen-
erations, such as millennials and 
Generation Z).

Understanding these priorities is 
crucial for tracing the trajectory of 
future cooperation between Indone-

has been made in recent years to 

deepen this relationship. Key de-
velopments include elevating the 
level of cooperation to a Compre-
hensive Strategic Partnership in 
2023, with a plan of action currently 
under discussion. 

Another milestone is the sub-
stantive conclusion of the long-dis-
cussed Protocol of the Indone-
sia-Japan Economic Partnership 

Agreement, and the establishment 
of the Asia Zero Emission Com-
munity (AZEC) aligning moves to 
support global decarbonization 
while maintaining pro-growth and 
pro-development economic poli-
cies.

These advancements in bilateral 
relations, when considered along-
side President-Elect Prabowo’ s 

programs, provide a clear guide-
line for developing future win-win 
collaborations between Indonesia 
and Japan. The alignment of In-
donesia's domestic policies with 
its international partnerships, 
particularly with Japan, suggests 
a promising path forward for 
economic relations post-election 
2024.

Heri Akhmadi
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Located in the province of North Maluku, the island of Morotai in the eastern part of Indonesia hosts great beaches and 
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