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Md. Abdul Hamid
President of Bangladesh

On the occasion of 26 March, the
Independence and National Day, |
extend my heartfelt greetings and
warm felicitations to my fellow
countrymen living at home and
abroad.

On this historic day, | remember
with profound respect the architect
of our independent Bangladesh,
the greatest Bangalee of all time,
Father of the Nation Bangabandhu
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman. On the
fateful night of March 25, 1971, the
invading forces of Pakistan sud-
denly attacked the unarmed Ban-
galees. In the early hours of March
26, Father of the Nation Ban-
gabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman
officially declared the Indepen-
dence of Bangladesh. We achieved
an independent and sovereign
Bangladesh through a nine-month
long Liberation War under the able
leadership of Bangabandhu. | recall
with deep respect the millions of
martyrs who sacrificed their lives in
the War of Liberation and that we
achieved our Independence for
their supreme sacrifice. | recall with
deep reverence our Four National
Leaders, heroic freedom-fighters,
organizers, supporters, foreign
friends and people from all walks of
life who made contributions to at-
tain our right to self-determination
and freedom movement.

Bangabandhu always cherished
a dream of building a happy and
prosperous country along with at-
taining political emancipation. The
present government has been ren-
dering untiring efforts in materializ-
ing the dream of Bangabandhu.
Today, Bangladesh is moving to-
wards the highway of development
at an inexorable pace. We have
achieved enormous success in var-
ious areas of socio-economic de-
velopment including poverty allevi-
ation, education, health, human re-
sources development, women em-
powerment, reduction of child and
maternal mortality rates, elimination
of gender discrimination and in-
crease in average life expectancy.
Rate of poverty has been dropped.
Per capita income has tripled over
the past decade. On the occasion
of ‘Mujibbarsho’ a huge number of
landless and homeless people are
being rehabilitated, which has cre-
ated a new stream in the whole

world in the concept of poverty al-
leviation of the rootless and help-
less people. The Padma Bridge,
being constructed by our own re-
sources, will be opened for traffic
this year. Works of Metro Rail,
Payra Deep Sea Port, Karnafuli
Tunnel, Hazrat Shahjalal Interna-
tional Airport’s Third Terminal and
Rooppur Nuclear Power Plant are
also progressing uninterruptedly.
Bangladesh has already elevated
from a least developed country to a
developing country. With the con-
tinuation of development process,
Bangladesh will turn into a devel-
oped and prosperous country in the
world by 2041, Insha Allah.

Despite the negative impact of
the Corona pandemic on the world
economy, due to the timely and
courageous steps taken by
Hon’ ble Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina, the government has been
able to maintain the economic
growth by countering the effects of
Corona. The economy has turned
around as a result of various socio-
economic and investment projects,
programs and initiatives taken by
the government to ensure sustain-
able and inclusive development.
Huge amount of remittances sent
by expatriate Bangladeshis has
made an important contribution to
keep the wheel of the economy
rolling during this time. Adequate
number of vaccines has been ar-
ranged for all to deal with corona.
In the coming days, the govern-
ment as well as all should take
necessary precautions to prevent
corona infection.

The government has been consis-
tent in upholding our foreign policy
“Friendship to all, malice towards
none” as enunciated by the Father of
the Nation. Our achievement in the
international arena, including the es-
tablishment of world peace, is also
commendable. Despite being a
densely populated country, Bang-
ladesh has set a unique example of
humanity in the world by sheltering
millions of Rohingyas who have
been tortured and forcibly deported
from Myanmar. In Bhasanchar, ac-
commodation has been provided
with all kinds of facilities for the
Rohingyas. Bangladesh believes in
a peaceful solution to this problem. |
call upon the United Nations and the
international community, including
Myanmar, to take early and effective
measures for permanent solution to
this problem.

In order to achieve the desired
goal of Independence, we must en-
sure people-oriented and sustain-
able development, good gover-
nance, social justice, transparency
and accountability. Forbearance,
human rights and rule of law have to
be consolidated for institutionalizing
democracy. It is our sacred duty to
ensure a safe, happy, beautiful and
prosperous Bangladesh for the new
generation. By assassinating Ban-
gabandhu on 15 August 1975, anti-
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National Day of Bangladesh

Fumio Kishida
Prime Minister of Japan

On behalf of the Government and
the people of Japan, | would like to
offer my heartfelt congratulations
on the occasion of the Indepen-
dence Day of the People’s Repub-
lic of Bangladesh.

On February 10, 1972, soon after
the independence of Bangladesh,
Japan recognized Bangladesh as a
state and established diplomatic re-
lations as one of the first countries
to do so. Today, 50 years since that
day, | am very pleased to celebrate
this milestone with Prime Minister
Hasina and the people of Ban-
gladesh.

Today, Japan and Bangladesh
enjoy closer ties than ever before.
This is the result of wide ranging ex-
changes, including those in the pri-
vate sector and at the grassroots
levels. The similarity of the flags of
the two countries symbolizes our
special relationship.

During my visit to Bangladesh as
Foreign Minister in 2014, | received
a warm hospitality from Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina and the peo-
ple of Bangladesh. During that visit,

liberation forces tried to erase his
policy, ideology as well as to stop
the trend of development and
progress of the country forever. But
the Bengali is a nation of heroes.
Nothing could suppress the Ban-
galees. Bangabandhu has become
a great conqueror at the cost of his
life. Death has not dissipated him but
has made him brighter and more
glorious in the minds of Bangalees.
It is our obligation to make the new
and future generation understand
that the way they are treading for-
ward today is paved by our Father of
the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman.The path shown by
him will be the step of development
and progress in the future as well.

With the joint efforts of all, may
our beloved motherland become a
developed country free from
hunger and poverty — this is my
expectation on the great Inde-
pendence Day.

Joi Bangla.

Khoda Hafez, May Bangladesh
Live Forever.

Md. Abdul Hamid

Congratulations on the Anniversary of the Independence of
the People’s Republic of Bangladesh and the 50th Anniversary of
the Establishment of Diplomatic Relations between Bangladesh and Japan

Thakur Gul Mohammad

Mir Rezaul Karim (Reza)
Mizanur Rahman Shahin
Chowdhury Shahin

| also felt directly our cordial relation-
ship based on mutual trust, as well
as the excitement that was brought
about by the remarkable economic
development. The “Comprehensive
Partnership” announced in the same
year has further developed into a
more strategic one in recent years.

Especially, | am very proud that
Japan has continuously supported
Bangladesh’s graduation from the
LDC category and its further devel-
opment through various infrastruc-
ture projects under the initiative of
the “Bay of Bengal Industrial Growth
Belt (BIG-B).”

Furthermore, the rapidly devel-
oping economy of Bangladesh is
an attractive investment destina-
tion, and the number of Japanese
companies investing in Ban-
gladesh has been increasing year
by year recently. | hope that the
establishment of special economic
zone for Japanese companies and
the improvement of the investment
environment will further strengthen
the bilateral economic relationship.

Japan and Bangladesh are true
friends who have helped each other
in difficult times such as those
caused by disasters like earth-
quakes and floods. Following the
spread of COVID-19, Japan has
supported Bangladesh’s efforts to
counter the pandemic through 75
billion yen loan and the provision of
more than 4.5 million doses of vac-
cine. Japan will continue to do its ut-
most to support Bangladesh.

Located at the nodal point be-
tween Southeast Asia and the
Indian subcontinent, Bangladesh is
an important partner in realizing a

Celebrating the 51st Anniversary of Independence

Sheikh Hasina
Prime Minister of Bangladesh

Today is the great Independence
and National Day. Bangladesh en-
tered its 51st year after the golden ju-
bilee of independence. On this auspi-
cious occasion, | extend my sincere
greetings and congratulations to all
the Bangladeshi citizens living in the
country and abroad.

| remember with the most profound
respect the greatest Bengali of all
time, the great architect of
Bangladesh, Father of the Nation
Bangabandhu Sheikh  Mujibur
Rahman, under whose firm and far-
sighted leadership we have got an in-
dependent state. | remember the four
national leaders who steered the lib-
eration war with their able guidance.
The debt of the blood of 3 million mar-
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tyrs of the liberation war and the self-
sacrifice of 2 hundred thousand moth-
ers and sisters will never be repaid. |
pay my deep respects to all the fear-
less freedom fighters, including the
war-wounded. | am grateful to all the
friendly countries, organizations, insti-
tutions, individuals, particularly to the
then Prime Minister of India, Shrimati
Indira Gandhi, for their generous sup-
port during the War of Liberation.

Although we officially made our
debut as an independent nation on
March 26, 1971, the young student
leader Sheikh Mujib had dreamed of
establishing a sovereign state in this
land since the creation of Pakistan in
1947 based on religion at the key.
Pakistanis' social, economic, and po-
litical discriminatory attitudes became
clear day by day. Sheikh Muijib re-
mained steadfast in defending the
rights and dignity of the Bengalis in re-
turn for any sacrifice. The two organi-
zations of his far-reaching thoughts
are the Chhatra League and the
Awami League, where he was deeply
involved from their beginning until the
end of his life. From the language
movement of '52 to the victory of the
United Front election of '54, the anti-
Ayub movement of '62, six points of
'66, the mass upsurge of '69, these
two organizations had an immense
role in the struggles.
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Sheikh Hasina and the people of
Bangladesh even more closely to el-
evate our bilateral relations to new

and further deepening of the friend-
ship between the peoples of Japan
and Bangladesh.

“Free and Open Indo-Pacific.” heights. Dhonnobad.
In this year of milestone, | am de- | express my sincere wishes for
termined to work with Prime Minister  the prosperity of our two countries Fumio Kishida
[ ]
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Congratulations

on the Anniversary of the Independence of
the People’s Republic of Bangladesh
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to the People’s
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Their Independence Day
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CONGRATULATIONS
ON THE ANNIVERSARY OF
THE INDEPENDENCE DAY OF
THE PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC OF
BANGLADESH

President Md. Nasirul Hakim
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