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National Day of Brazil
Publicity

By Eduardo Paes Saboia

Ambassador of Brazil

As the host of the 2016 Olympic and Paralympic
Games, Brazil congratulates Japan for organizing the
Tokyo 2020 Games, and for giving
the world an example of resilience
and capability by overcoming the
complexities posed by the COVID-
19 pandemic.

Our relations with Japan are as
strong as ever, as exemplified by
Fore ign Minister Toshimitsu Mo -
tegi’s visit to Brazil last January. As
a reelected member of the U.N.
Security Council for the biennium
2022-2023, Brazil supports Japan’s membership in
2023. We expect to reinforce our partnership in the G4,
comprising Brazil, Japan, Germany and South Africa,
toward the United Nations Security Council’s reform
and achieve meaningful results together at UNFCCC
COP26 in November.

Tackling climate change is urgent, and essentially an
energy challenge: Energy produces 3/4 of global emis-
sions. Brazil is the only large economy with a low car-
bon power matrix, with renewables representing 85%
of our power generation. Brazil also has the largest pro-

portion of renewables in the total energy mix among
G20 countries – 48%. As Japan reviews its Strategic
Energy Plan, Brazil is keen on contributing with bioen-
ergy solutions that could lower CO2 emissions while
generating jobs, income and energy security.

Brazil is the missing link in Japan’s network of trade
agreements: Being the world’s third-largest exporter of
agricultural products, Brazil currently accounts for only
5% of Japan’ s food imports, so an Economic Part -
nership Agreement between Mercosur and Japan
would reinvigorate our traditional partnership by promo-
ting better access to markets, products and inves-
tments. Also, Brazil is among the few large economies
to have opened their domestic market to Fukushima’s
agricultural production, and Japan’s DNA is imprinted
in our agriculture, since it was the Japan International
Cooperation Agency’s (JICA) technical cooperation that
supported the expansion of Brazil’s grain production.

Finally, Brazil-Japan relations display a singular
feature that unites our countries as no other: Our
human ties. Brazil is proud to have the largest Nikkei
population in the world, while Japan has one of the
biggest Brazilian communities abroad. We’ve recen-
tly celebrated 30 years of the Brazilian community in
Japan, and we’re thankful for their role in promoting
a better understanding of  both countries’ culture and
values.

National Day of Brazil

Eduardo Paes Saboia

Time for a renewed economic partnership

Courtesy of Embassy of Brazil

The facade of the Embassy of Brazil in Tokyo, with a mural cel-

ebrating the bonds between Brazil and Japan 

Saka replies to warm Wembley welcome
MOTOR SPORTS

Verstappen
treats royal fans
to home victory

ZANDVOORT, Netherlands (AP) —
Wearing the Dutch national flag like a
cape, Max Verstappen felt like royalty
as he stood atop the podium at his
home race.

He treated his fans — including King
Willem-Alexander — to a superb win
at the Dutch Grand Prix on Sunday to
wrestle back the season lead from Lewis
Hamilton, who finished second ahead
of Mercedes teammate Valtteri Bottas.

“Incredible feeling, of course, to win
in front of the fans, because the king was
watching with the royal family,” Ver-
stappen said. “Just an amazing day.”

Aer 13 races of a thrilling Formula
One title fight, the Red Bull driver is
three points ahead of Hamilton, who
seeks a record eighth F1 title to move
one ahead of Michael Schumacher and
stand alone among F1 greats.

Verstappen is chasing his first F1
crown and will take some stopping,
considering he leads Hamilton 7-4 for
wins and 7-3 in pole positions.

The only thing missing from Ver-
stappen’s 17th career win was a bonus
point for fastest lap, which went to
Hamilton.

Verstappen’s winning margin of 21
seconds over Hamilton was exag-
gerated because the British driver had
to pit again to wrestle back that point
from Bottas. 

A rare blip by Mercedes saw Bottas
told to abort his bid for fastest lap, but
it was too late and forced Hamilton to
retrieve it.

Aer the race, a jubilant Verstappen
grabbed a Dutch flag and lied it high
toward his adoring supporters as they
celebrated together.

Verstappen’s devoted home fans
turned the stands by the seaside town
into an orange sea of bodies. Orange
flares were lit, and feet were stamped as
Verstappen turned to the crowd with a
clenched fist aer a clinical drive.

AlphaTauri driver Pierre Gasly
placed fourth ahead of Ferrari’s Charles
Leclerc and Alpine driver Fernando
Alonso.
 

L
ONDON (AP) — The
cheers of the Wembley
crowd made clear the
aection for Bukayo
Saka the moment the
England lineup was an-

nounced.
There were even louder roars to

come when the birthday boy headed in
the final goal in a 4-0 World Cup quali-
fying win over Andorra on Sunday.

“It really made a dierence for me,”
the 20-year-old Saka said. “I could hear
so many fans cheering my name.”

How dierent from 56 days earlier
when England last played at Wembley.
When Saka missed England’s last pen-
alty in the European Championship
final shootout loss to Italy. When the
youngster was targeted with a torrent
of racist abuse on social media, leading
to police investigations and arrests.

Saka was showered with love when
he arrived back from his summer break
to Arsenal to find a wall covered in
messages of support at the training
ground.

It was returning to Wembley that al-
lowed Saka to see the warmth from true
England fans aer that abhorrent abuse
that social media companies were slow
to remove.

“I’m really happy with the reception
everyone gave me,” Saka said. “It really
showed how proud they are of me. I
think that meant a lot for me and it
made me really want to give my all.”

Saka’s impact was apparent early on
with a cross setting up Jesse Lingard to
score England’s only goal of the first
half against the footballing minnows
from the Pyrenees.

Lingard doubled his tally for the even-
ing by scoring the third for the hosts,
finishing from the edge of the box with
Andorra goalkeeper Josep Gomes only
able to get a hand to his low shot.

England’s second in the 72nd minute
saw captain Harry Kane net his 40th in-
ternational goal from a penalty aer
Mason Mount was bundled over.

Aer Lingard scored his second, it
was Saka who had the final say. He le
manager Gareth Southgate beaming as
he nodded in from Trent Alexander-
Arnold’s cross in the 85th minute.

England has a five-point lead in
Group I over Wednesday’s next oppon-
ent, Poland, which routed San Marino
7-1. Robert Lewandowski scored twice
in the opening 21 minutes. There was
also a hat trick from Adam Buksa, with
two of his goals coming at the end in
stoppage time.

Lukaku scores in 100th intl
BRUSSELS (AP) — Romelu Lukaku

celebrated his 100th international with a
goal as Belgium opened up a six-point
lead aer a 3-0 win against the Czech Re-
public in World Cup qualifying on
Sunday.

Gareth Bale earlier scored a hat trick
— two penalties and a last-minute win-
ner — as Wales beat Belarus 3-2 in
Europe’s Group E.

“The players did exactly what I
asked of them,” Belgium coach Roberto
Martinez said. “But we need to stay fo-
cused for the next game.”

That game is against Belarus on
Wednesday, when Wales hosts Estonia.

Lukaku scored in the eighth minute
at King Baudouin Stadium, his 67th
goal for the national team. Eden Haz-
ard doubled the lead shortly before
halime and Alexis Saelemaekers put
the result beyond doubt with a goal in
the 65th.
 

SAO PAULO (Reuters)  —  A
World Cup qualifier between Argen-
tina and Brazil was suspended amid
farcical scenes on Sunday aer
Brazilian health authorities accused a
number of Premier League players of
violating the country’s COVID-19
quarantine rules.

Aston Villa goalkeeper Emiliano
Martinez and Tottenham duo Cris-
tian Romero and Giovani Lo Celso
were on the Neo Quimica Arena
pitch as part of the Argentine line-up
when oicials from Brazil’s health
regulator Anvisa invaded the pitch
and stopped the game around five
minutes aer kicko.

The trio, along with Aston Villa’s
Emiliano Buendia, who was in the

stands, had reportedly breached
Brazilian rules stating that travelers
who have been in the U.K., South
Africa or India during the previous
14 days are forbidden from entering
the country, unless they are Brazilian
citizens or have permanent res-
idency.

The regulations were put in place
to control the spread of COVID-19,
which has killed more than 583,000
Brazilians.

While the visiting team quickly
le the field,  the two coaches,
a long with  Argent ina  capta in
Lionel Messi and the Brazilian
players, gathered at the side of the
pitch to discuss the stoppage.

“Why did they start the game and

stop it aer five minutes?” Messi said
in comments heard on television.
“We’ve been here at the stadium for
an hour, they could have told us.”

Messi then returned to the dress-
ing room and at 5 p.m. local time, an
hour aer the game kicked o, the
match was oicially suspended.

“The referee and the match oi-
cial will take a report to the FIFA
Disciplinary Committee and they
will decide what steps to take,” said a
statement issued by the South Amer-
i c a n  F o o t b a l l  C o n f e d e r a t i o n
(CONMEBOL).

Anvisa said it had issued ample
warnings that the four Argentines
were in contravention of Brazilian
health regulations.
 

Qualifier suspended over quarantine breach

England’s Bukayo Saka, left, reacts after scoring his side’s fourth goal during a World Cup 2022 Group I qualifying match against Andorra in London on Sunday.
AP

Max Verstappen celebrates after winning
the Formula One Dutch Grand Prix in the
Netherlands on Sunday.

AP


