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By Mukhsinkhuja Abdurakhmonov

Ambassador of Uzbekistan

The Uzbek people, having over-
come all trials and difficulties, on
Aug. 31, 1991, realized their sacred
dream —  our Motherland gained
inde pendence. On Sept. 1, Uz be -
kistan will celebrate the 30th an-
niversary of that
Independence
Day.

U z b e k i s ta n
has embarked
on a new stage
of its develop-
ment. In the pro-
cess of modern-
izing the coun-
try, ensuring
rights and free-
doms of citizens and the rule of law
is creating a new democratic image
of Uzbekistan. As the President of
Uzbekistan Shavkat Mirziyoyev
noted, the idea of a “ New Uzbe -
kistan,” which has become a nation-
al movement, is based on the
dreams and aspirations of our great
ancestors, who lived since time im-
memorial and created for the good
of mankind on this ancient land.

The construction of this New
Uzbekistan is not a subjective phe-
nomenon, but an objective necessi-
ty. New Uzbekistan is a state, devel-
oping in strict compliance with the
universally recognized norms in the
field of democracy, human rights
and freedoms, on the basis of the
principles of friendship and coopera-
tion with the international communi-
ty, the ultimate aim of which is to
create a free, comfortable and pros-
perous life for our people.

New Uzbekistan also means new
economic relations, complete re-
structuring of the economic system
and full implementation of market
mechanisms. The priority of such re-
forms is support for business, pro-
tection of entrepreneurship and pri-
vate property. An important role is
played by the determination of
points of growth, increasing the
competitiveness of the economy.
These measures have a positive im-

pact on the life of people: en-
trepreneurs get new opportunities
for development.

Social policy is one of the most
important priorities of the state poli-
cy in Uzbekistan. Today, the most
important areas of our strategy are
a comprehensive increase in the
well-being and living standards of
people, which demands the creation
of new jobs, sources of income,
poverty reduction, and the develop-
ment of our villages and cities.

This of course includes protecting
the health and lives of the people
during the pandemic. Measures are
being taken to strengthen the prima-
ry health care system, especially the
quality of health care in rural areas
to introduce telemedicine and to fur-
ther increase diagnostic and treat-
ment capabilities in the field.

In order to train competitive per-
sonnel with in-depth knowledge and
high skills, we have increased the
number of universities from 77 in
2016 to 141 in 2021; branches of 26
foreign universities have been
opened. Now, the overall education-
al coverage has reached 28%. For
comparison, four years ago this fig-
ure was only 9%. We intend to in-
crease the enrollment rate of school,
lyceum and college graduates in
higher education to 50% by 2030.
We will definitely achieve this.

Over the past short period in his-
torical terms, the political role and
status of our country in the interna-
tional arena have increased signifi-
cantly. The main thing is that the
problems accumulated over the
years in our relations with neighbor-
ing countries have been resolved.
The trade, economic, cultural and
humanitarian ties are developing at
an accelerated pace. Mutually bene-
ficial relations with the main foreign
partners of Uzbekistan, such as
Russia, Japan, China, the United
States, Turkey, Germany, France,
the Great Britain, South Korea,
India, Pakistan, the UAE and other
states, are further expanding.

Another aspect is that Uzbekistan
today, with its far-sighted policy, has
become an active participant in the
political processes in our region and
in the world. Our cooperation with
international and regional organiza-
tions has risen to a new level.

Certainly, it is too early to say that
we have completely changed the
old system and achieved our goal.
We are in search every day, as we
are just taking the first steps on this
path. However, those who say that
these changes are just a temporary
campaign that will pass and be for-
gotten are mistaken. This is one of
the priorities of the long-term, prag-
matic, people-focused policy pur-
sued by President Mirziyoyev and
his team. And together with our peo-
ple, we will definitely accomplish it,
and we will never draw back.

Japan is our long-standing and re-
liable strategic partner. The visit of
President Mirziyoyev to Japan in
December 2019 started a new era
in deepening Uzbek-Japanese co-
operation. The telephone conversa-
tion between our leaders in May this
year contributed to the strengthen-
ing of the political dialogue between
Tashkent and Tokyo.

I believe that the close historical
and cultural ties between our coun-
tries, along with the enormous po-
tential for economic and political co-
operation, will continue to deepen
the Uzbek-Japanese strategic part-
nership.
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Paving toward the construction of ‘New Uzbekistan’

By Taro Aso

Chairman of the Japan-Uzbekistan

Parliamentary League of Friendship

I would like to express my heartfelt
felicitations to the leadership and peo-
ple of Uzbe kistan
on the occasion
of the 30th an-
niversary of their
independence.

Our countries
maintain tradi-
tionally close re-
lations with deep
historical ties that
date back to the
time of the Great Silk Road.
Uzbekistan was the center of the
Great Silk Road and a cradle of an-
cient civilization. 

Uzbekistan is a key strategic part-
ner of Japan in Central Asia. Under
the strong leadership of President
Shavkat Mirziyoyev, a wide range of
economic, social and democratic re-
forms are being implemented in the
country.

Japan-Uzbek relations have been
developing in the spirit of the 2002
Joint Statement on Friendship,
Strategic Partnership and Coope -
ration, as well as the 2019 Joint
Statement on Further Deepening and
Expanding the Strategic Partnership
between Japan and the Republic of
Uzbekistan.

The official visits of then Prime
Minister Shinzo Abe to Uzbekistan in
October 2015 and the President of
the Republic of Uzbekistan Shavkat
Mirziyoyev to Japan in December

2019 were the most important events
in the history of Japan-Uzbek rela-
tions and gave stimulus to the further
development of our relations in the
fields of politics, economy, finance, in-
vestment, tourism, technology and
science. During Japan-Uzbek summit
telephone talks in May 2021, the two
leaders concurred on further develop-
ing the strategic cooperative relation-
ship.

On the occasion of the 30th an-
niversary of Uzbekistan’s indepen-
dence, I express my sincere belief in
the further development of coopera-
tion between Japan and Uzbekistan,
and the further expansion of the ties
of friendship between our peoples. 

I wish the people and leadership
of Uzbekistan peace, health and
prosperity.

Congratulatory message

Taro Aso
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Shimotsuke offers dream of ancient Japan

Photos by Taku Yaginuma / Special to The Yomiuri Shimbun

The weaver haniwa earthenware on display at the Shimotsuke Fudoki-no-Oka Museum in
Shimotsuke, Tochigi Prefecture, is an important cultural property.

A 150-to-1-scale model of the Shimotsuke
Kokubunji temple

A horse-type haniwa excavated from the
Kabutozuka kofun ruins

 
the museum

Let’s go
to

T
he center of Japan was
in the Kinki region in
western Japan during
the Kofun period (ca
300-ca 710). Eastern
Japan was still largely a

backcountry, but what is now Shimot-
suke in Tochigi Prefecture had a strong
connection with the central regime.

By Yuki Miyashita
Yomiuri Shimbun Sta Writer

More than 200 kofun ancient tombs
have been discovered in Shimotsuke, in
addition to the remains of Shimotsuke
Kokubunji temple, a historic site desig-
nated by the government.

Shimotsuke Fudoki-no-Oka Museum
is exhibiting artifacts unearthed from
the area and oering opportunities for
visitors to further learn about the his-
tory of ancient Shimotsuke.

The exhibits mostly come from the
Kofun period, along with the Asuka
period (592-710) and the Nara period
(710-784). They start with text intro-
ducing the massive, ancient burial
mound from the Kofun period, which
are trapezoidal at the front and roun-

Shimotsuke Fudoki-no-Oka Museum
The museum opened in 1986 as a

Tochigi prefectural facility and was
relocated to Shimotsuke in 2015.
The renovation work completed in
May included construction of an an-
nex with an archive and a lecture
hall. The museum is an about 10-
minute taxi ride from Koganei Sta-
tion on the JR Utsunomiya Line.

Address: 993 Kokubunji, Shimot-
suke, Tochigi Prefecture

Hours: 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Closed
on Mondays and the third Tuesday
of each month
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Pieces of earthenware excavated from the
ruins of kofun tombs in Shimotsuke

ded in the rear. This shape was form-
alized by the central government of the
time.

“Powerful local  families would
boast that they have connections with
the regime by building the same type
of tombs,” said Koichi Yamaguchi of
the Shimotsuke municipal govern-
ment’s cultural property department.
“ I t ’ s  l ike  convenient  s tores  be-
coming franchised and showing a cer-
tain quality level.”

T h e  K a b u t o z u k a  k o f u n  t o m b
nearby, which is about 85 meters
long, is one such burial mound. A
haniwa earthenware representing a
weaving machine is one highlight of
the museum as it is the first example
of this type of haniwa excavated in
the country. The haniwa of a woman
weaving a cloth with a weaver was
discovered in the middle of a pro-
cession of haniwa figures represent-

ing horses and humans. The person
buried in the tomb is believed to be
an important figure related to weav-
ing. 

Among the labels for exhibits from
the Asuka period, there is an inter-
esting introductory note about Shimot-
suke no Ason Komaro, a minister who
rose to a high status in the center of the
state despite hailing from a regional
area. A top bureaucrat, Komaro led the
editing work for Taiho Ritsuryo, a set
of laws enacted in 701, and was in-
volved in the construction of the tomb
for the emperor of the time. Details
about his life are unknown, but he is
said to have been an educated elite who
acquired knowledge from China’s Tang
dynasty without traveling to or study-
ing in China.

Another eye-catching exhibit is a
150-to-1-scale model of Shimotsuke
Kokubunji temple. The country was hit

by a smallpox outbreak and natural dis-
asters during the Nara period, and the
reigning Emperor Shomu ordered con-
struction of Kokubunji provincial
temples all over the country to help dis-
pel social anxiety. Even such a small-
scale model expresses the magnificence
of the structure and helps one imagine
how hard it must have been for people
of the time to build it when they were
already exhausted from disasters and
the epidemic.

The museum reopened in May aer
undergoing renovations, which in-
cluded new introduction labels for the

exhibits. The labels, apparently created
with children in mind, are interesting
for adults as well.


