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By Rachad Bouhlal

Ambassador of the Kingdom of Morocco

Today marks the 22nd anniversary of the
Enthronement of HM King Mohammed VI. On this
auspicious occasion, I would like to convey my re-
spectful greetings to Their
Imperial Majesties the Emperor
and Empress, the members of the
Imperial family, the Hon. Prime
Minister Yoshihide Suga, as well
as the Government and the friend-
ly people of Japan.

Commemorating Morocco’s Na -
tional Day in Japan is a great op-
portunity to underscore the histor-
ical relations between our two
countries, founded upon a lasting friendship between
the Moroccan Royal Family and the Japanese
Imperial Family. 

Over the past year, the COVID-19 pandemic has
demonstrated that multilateral cooperation is essen-
tial to overcome the challenges facing the world. In
this regard, Morocco’s strategy against COVID-19
has been marked by active solidarity towards Africa.
This approach comes within the framework of south-
south cooperation, one of the pillars of the
Kingdom’s diplomacy. Thus, upon the instructions of
HM King Mohammed VI, Morocco dispatched medi-
cal assistance to 20 African countries to support their
efforts in fighting the pandemic. Furthermore, the
Kingdom launched on July 6 the first project for the
fill-finish manufacturing of COVID-19 vaccine in
Africa, making Morocco the leading biotechnology
platform on the continent. As the first African coun-
try to launch its national vaccination campaign,
Morocco also expressed its willingness to share its
experience with African countries to support their
vaccination efforts.

COVID-19 has also impacted the global economy.
In this regard, Morocco has launched an ambitious
economic recovery plan, with a budget of $13.5 bil-
lion, equivalent to 11% of the country’s gross domes-
tic product (GDP). Its corner stone is the Mohammed
VI Strategic Investment Fund, which is playing a
leading role in fostering investment and national
economy capacities. This plan places Morocco at the
forefront in terms of post-crisis economic recovery
policy.

In May 2021, the Kingdom launched a New
Development Model, which is a roadmap bringing to-
gether political parties, institutions and civil society
in order to set up the new strategic development
goals of the nation towards 2035. This model is a
new phase in consolidating the social and econom-
ic policies in Morocco. 

The Moroccan approach to sustainable develop-
ment places active solidarity at the center of its pri-
orities, in order to strengthen social cohesion and to
boost the purchasing power of all Moroccans. Thus,
HM King Mohammed VI launched in April 2021 the
national plan for the generalization of social securi-
ty to all Moroccans, including health insurance, pen-
sion schemes and family allowances.

Lastly, I would like to commend the excellence of
the relations between Morocco and Japan, which
have witnessed steadfast development on all levels.
I am glad to note that over the past 10 years, the
number of Japanese companies operating in
Morocco has more than doubled, reaching 75 com-
panies, making Morocco the second-largest destina-
tion for Japanese companies in Africa.

By Haruko Hirose
President, Japan Morocco Association

On the occasion of Morocco’s Throne Day, I would like
to extend my sincere and heartfelt congratulations to His
Majesty King Mohammed VI on be-
half of all members of the Japan-
Morocco Association.

On this auspicious occasion, I
would also like to express my sin-
cere greetings to all members of the
Royal Family, as well as to the peo-
ple and government of the Kingdom
of Morocco.

We have been witnessing the
sense of discipline, the spirit of soli-
darity and responsibility shown by your citizens for deal-
ing with the challenges of the COVID-19 pandemic.

I truly hope that we will overcome the pandemic soon
and that our countries’ close relationship will continue
to further develop dialogue, trade, investment, and
friendship under His Majesty’s reign.

By Hirofumji Nakasone
President of the Japan-Morocco Parliamentary League

On this occasion of the 22nd anniversary of the en-
thronement of HM the King Mohammed VI, I am delight-
ed to extend my sincere congratula-
tions, on behalf of the Japan-Morocco
Parliamentary League, to HM the
King, the Royal Family and the peo-
ple of the Kingdom of Morocco.

Since 1956, Japan and Morocco
have built excellent relations at all
levels, including between the
Imperial and Royal families. 

As for the fight against COVID-19,
I would like to express my sincere re-
spect for Morocco’s strong efforts against the pandemic
under the leadership of HM the King Mohammed VI.

I would like to extend my sincere wishes for the pros-
perity of the people of Morocco, as well as for further de-
velopment of the cordial relations between our two
countries.
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E
ven though the pandemic has kept us
from going out to enjoy live per-
formances, Ayaka Hirahara’s newest
album may make listeners feel as
though they were front and center at
one of her concerts. 

“Save Your Life” is a compilation album
consisting of tracks taken from audio and video
from concerts in various venues nationwide
between 2013 and 2019.

“When I close my eyes and listen, I feel like
I’m up on stage,” Hirahara said. 

The album’s 43 songs were hand-picked by
Hirahara herself, giving her a chance to remin-
isce and reflect on each of her performances.

Ayaka Hirahara puts some live
concert magic into latest album
By Aki Ikeuchi 
Yomiuri Shimbun Sta Writer

Her method when creating this album,
however, is quite dierent from how she usually
goes about it.

“I barely oered any opinions compared to
my previous albums because the songs were
chosen from performances that I brought out
my best in. I wanted to prioritize the opinions
of listeners around me,” she said.   

“In some songs, I sang in a kind of rough
way, but that was how I felt at that time. There’s
a sense of freedom that comes with each per-
formance being a unique experience, and I’m
pretty sure that’s why listeners [of the new al-
bum] can enjoy that live concert feel.”

In her Live Tour 2016, she sang “Concierto de
Aranjuez ~ Spain,” a rendition of an iconic Chick
Corea piece. She incorporates a style similar to
scatting that her fans have dubbed a language all

festival and eventually led to her debut. Her
powerful voice in this version is also sure to
leave listeners breathless. 

“The way I thought about live performances
changed as I got older,” she said. “I realized
what I consider perfect and what the audience
considers perfect are not the same thing perfect.
Perhaps thinking this way made things a little
easier.”

Hirahara grew up admiring the appeal of live
performances up close, watching her saxophon-
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her own. She says that the style came about dur-
ing her childhood, when she would freely sing
along to the instrumental music that played dur-
ing foreign weather forecast programs.

“The sounds that I sing are dierent each
time and I’m not actually thinking of any par-
ticular words,” Hirahara said. “It really gets the
crowd excited and they begin to enthusiastically
applaud.”

The lively sounds of vocal percussion and the
audience’s cheers and whistles are also featured
in the recordings, passing on some of the eu-
phoria from the concert venues.

On top of her signature hits such as “Jupiter”
and “Ohisama — To your dear ones,” the new
album includes her rendition of the hymn “Joy-
ful, Joyful,” a song that first got her noticed
when she performed at her high school culture

ist father Makoto perform. For her, she said that
live performances are a form of emotional sup-
port, because no matter how tough of a time
she’s having, whenever she sets foot on a stage,
“I can become the me I want to be.”  For that
reason, being able to gradually begin to perform
again, even during the pandemic, has been such
a source of joy for her. 

“I want to continue to cherish each and
every one of the songs that I perform and enrich
the hearts of my audience,” she said.
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