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By Lulama Smuts Ngonyama

Ambassador of South Africa

On April 27, South Africans cele-
brate their 27th year of establishing a
free, democratic,
non-racial, non-
sexist and pros-
perous South
Africa. It was on
April 27, 1994,
that South Afri -
cans proclaimed
for the world to
know, that they
shall be the cus-
todians of de mo -
cracy and human dignity. 

South Africa is a constitutional
democracy, based on the suprema-
cy of the Constitution. The Con -
stitution is widely acknowledged, not
only as one of the most globally ac-
claimed and progressive constitu-
tions but also as the most transfor-
mative, with its primary concern
being to facilitate change in political,
economic and social relations in
South Africa. 

The year 2021 presents a signifi-
cant landmark in the creation of a
constitutional democracy in South
Africa. It marks various important
milestones in our democracy, includ-
ing commemorating the 25th an-
niversary of the signing of the
Constitution into law. The commem-
oration of the 25th anniversary of
the Constitution will extend beyond
2021 into 2022, as the Constitution’s
legal entry into force will be marked
on Feb. 4, 2022. 

This year, South Africans cele-
brate this historical milestone of their
National Day against the backdrop
of the COVID-19 pandemic, which
has claimed the lives of thousands
of South Africans and continues to
do so. Nevertheless, the Rainbow
Nation refuses to succumb to the
pain caused by this scourge. South
Africa is about to embark on a vac-
cination program. Vaccines save
lives and represent our best chance
to return to our normal way of life.
Let us continue to fight the virus
while striving for greater inclusion
and social cohesion.

We celebrate our Freedom Day
while facing various economic chal-

lenges, namely high unemployment,
an economic downturn and in-
creased poverty levels. However,
South Africans believe they will be
victorious through their collective ef-
forts of building back the economy
and building a country that is better
for all its citizens.

We celebrate our National Day
with all our partners worldwide.
Amongst those in the forefront are
the government and citizens of
Japan. The long-established bilater-
al relations between South Africa
and Japan have never been as
strong as they are at this moment.
Faced with the challenges brought
on by the COVID-19 pandemic that
negatively impacted the economies
of both countries, Japan and South
Africa need to activate trade and in-
vestment, economic growth and job
security for both our countries.

We are convinced that by work-
ing together as partners, South
Africa, Japan and the African
Continent will achieve the goal of

building an equitable world order.
As members of the Tokyo In -
ternational  Con ference on African
Development (TICAD) and the
Group of 20 (G20) countries, we
shall remain strong in our endeav-
ors of ensuring the equal distribu-
tion of the world’s resources.

South Africa celebrates its
National Day recommitting itself to
the priorities of the Economic
Reconstruction and Recovery Plan
as articulated by H.E. President
Cyril Ramaphosa. South Africa also
remains committed to the African
Agenda 2063 and the United
Nations Sustainable Development
Goals (SDGs).

South Africa is and has been
home to many personalities who
represented and continue to repre-
sent the cultural diversity and har-
mony of the country situated on the
southern tip of the African
Continent. This year we are cele-
brating the legacy of Charlotte
Maxeke under the theme the Year

of Charlotte Maxeke: the Meaning
of Freedom under COVID-19. This
year marks the 150th anniversary
of Charlotte Maxeke’s life as a hu -
man rights activist. She and other
selfless women of her generation
fought against oppression at a time
when such defiance was met with
unrelenting force. Our history
abounds with selfless patriots who
paved the way for a democratic

and free South Africa.
Of particular importance is that

South Africa’s foreign policy is guid-
ed by the Constitution and its found-
ing principles. Hence, South Africa’s
foreign policy is based on the com-
mitment to the promotion of human
rights, the rule of law and the pro-
motion of democracy; a commit-
ment to justice and international law
in the conduct of relations between

states and a commitment to interna-
tional peace and internationally
agreed-upon mechanisms for the
resolution of conflicts based on a
multilateral approach. 

In this regard, we call upon the in-
ternational community to join us in
commemorating this milestone and
partner with us as we strengthen our
constitutional democracy going for-
ward. 

National Day of South Africa
South Africa striving for greater inclusion, social cohesion

Lulama Smuts

Ngonyama

Courtesy of South African Embassy

A winery in South Africa, one of the main wine exporting

countries in the world
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Ohtani’s HR helps Angels snap skid

H
OUSTON (AP) —
Two-way star Shohei
Ohtani highlighted
his versatility for the
Los Angeles Angels
this  weekend in a

series against the Houston Astros
where he didn’t even pitch.

Ohtani’s tiebreaking solo home run
in the eighth inning helped the Angels
to a 4-2 win on Sunday to snap a four-
game skid.

It was the second consecutive game
with a homer for Ohtani, who is tied
for the MLB lead with seven home runs
and who is scheduled to pitch Monday.

Yuli Gurriel’s two-run homer tied it
in the seventh inning before Ohtani
sent a fastball from Luis Garcia 134
meters into the center field stands to
put the Angels up 3-2. Garcia (0-2) al-
lowed two hits in 1⅔ innings.

Ohtani’s big hit came a day aer he
played le field in his first appearance
at a position other than designated hit-
ter or pitcher in his MLB career.

“I tell you one thing I know he’s not
shying away from anything,” manager
Joe Maddon said. “He’s attacking
everything on his plate ... I love what
he’s doing and how he’s doing it.”

Anthony Bemboom added an in-
surance run with an RBI single in the
ninth.

The Angels ended their losing streak
and avoided a  four-game sweep
without star Mike Trout. He missed a
third consecutive game with a bruised

le elbow aer being hit by a pitch on
Thursday, but said that he expects to
return on Monday.

“In spite of being banged up a little
bit ... we’ll get it right,” Maddon said.
“We’ve got to get the right guys back
out on the field.”

Chris Rodriguez (1-0) struck out two
in a scoreless seventh for his first career
win and Raisel Iglesias allowed one hit
in a scoreless ninth for his third save.

Houston starter Lance McCullers had
retired 10 straight aer a single by
Justin Upton with two outs in the first

when he hit Albert Pujols with a pitch
to start the fih inning. Jose Iglesias
singled with one out in the inning be-
fore a walk by Jose Rojas loaded the
bases.

David Fletcher made it 2-0 with his
infield single on a hard-hit groundball

that bounced o first base, into the air
and out of reach of the first baseman
Gurriel.

The Astros had managed just two
hits  when Dylan Bundy plunked
Yordan Alvarez with no outs in the
seventh. Gurriel chased him when he
connected on the homer to le-center
that tied it at 2-2. It was the second
time in this series that Gurriel tied a
game with a two-run homer in the sev-
enth aer he also did it in Friday’s 5-4
win in 10 innings.

Bundy allowed three hits and two
runs with six strikeouts in six innings
and remains winless in five starts this
season.

MadBum hurls 7-inning no-hitter
A T L A N T A  ( A P )  —  M a d i s o n

Bumgarner threw a seven-inning no-
hitter, an achievement that won’t count
in the Major League Baseball record
book, but completed a dominant day of
Arizona Diamondbacks pitching for a
7-0 win over the Atlanta Braves and a
doubleheader sweep Sunday.

Bumgarner (2-2) struck out seven
and walked none. The only Braves bat-
ter who reached base against him came
on shortstop Nick Ahmed’s throwing
error in the second inning.

Oicially, Bumgarner’s gem won’t
count in the list of no-hitters. MLB’s
eight-man committee on statistical ac-
curacy decided in 1991 that a no-hitter
was a game of nine or more innings
that ended with no hits.

AP

The Angels’ Shohei
Ohtani, right,
watches his
eighth-inning home
run in front of
Astros catcher
Martin Maldonado
on Sunday in
Houston.

Arihara takes
loss as ChiSox
sweep Rangers

Jose Abreu homered and drove in
three runs and Michael Kopech struck
out 10 over five innings as the Chicago
White Sox completed a three-game
sweep of the visiting Texas Rangers
with an 8-4 win on Sunday.

Kopech (2-0) allowed one run on
four hits with no walks on a career-
high 87 pitches for the White Sox, who
have won four straight and six of seven
to move to a season-high three games
above .500.

Texas right-hander Kohei Arihara (2-
2) saw his 12⅓ scoreless-innings streak
end in the first with Abreu’s two-run
blast into the le-field bleachers.

Arihara gave up five runs, six hits and
four walks over two innings for Texas,
which has lost four of its past five.

The Rangers answered in the top of
the second with David Dahl’s solo
h o m e r  o   K o p e c h ,  w h o  h a d  1 0
strikeouts aer four innings and now
has 27 strikeouts in his first six games
(two starts) covering 15⅔ innings.

Zack Collins had a career-high three
hits for Chicago, which pulled ahead 5-
1 with three runs in the bottom of the
second.

Nick Madrigal, who doubled home the
game-winning run in Saturday’s 2-1 vic-
tory, collected two hits and two RBIs
Sunday as the White Sox completed their
first sweep of the season.
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