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Big divisions loom over fossil fuels
as COP28 talks enter final phaseDUBAI (AP) — At the United Na-

tions’ COP28 climate summit in Dubai,
surveillance cameras seem to be every-
where you turn. And that has some
worried.

It’s unclear how the United Arab
Emirates, an autocratic federation of
seven sheikhdoms, uses the footage it
gathers across its extensive network.
However, the country already has de-
ployed facial recognition at immig-
ration gates at Dubai International Air-
port, the world’s busiest for inter-
national travel.

Surveillance cameras increasingly
are a part of modern life. However,
experts believe the UAE has one of the
highest per capita concentrations of
such cameras on Earth — allowing
authorities to potentially track a vis-
itor throughout their trip to a country
without the civil liberty protections of
Western nations.

“We’ve just assumed at every point
in this conference that someone is
watching, someone is listening,” said
Joey Shea, a researcher at Human
Rights Watch focused on the Emirates.
She and other activists operate under
the assumption that having a private
conversation while attending COP28 is
impossible.

The cameras belong to an Emirati
company that’s faced spying allegations

for its ties to a mobile phone app
identified as spyware. The company has
also faced claims that it could have
gathered genetic material secretly from
Americans for the Chinese govern-
ment.

That firm, Presight, is a spun-o arm
of the Abu Dhabi firm G42, overseen
by the country’s powerful national se-
curity adviser. More than 12,000 cam-
eras from the firm watch the nearly 4.5
square kilometers that comprise Dubai
Expo City, including cameras bearing
both G42 and Presight logos stationed
above multiple entrances at the sum-
mit’s Media Center.

G42, also known as Group 42, and
Presight did not respond to a request
for comment.

D UBAI (Reuters)  —
The president of the
COP28 climate sum-
mit on Sunday urged
negotiators to work
harder to find con-

sensus on a proposed first-of-its-kind
deal to phase out the world’s use of
fossil fuels, as the two-week conference
entered its final stage.

The talks in Dubai have highlighted
deep international divisions over the
future role of oil, gas and coal that are
complicating eorts by nearly 200
countries to hash out an agreement be-
fore the summit’s scheduled end on
Dec. 12.

A coalition of more than 80 countries
including the United States ,  the
European Union and small island na-
tions are pushing for an agreement at
COP28 that includes language to
“phase out” fossil fuels, the main
source of greenhouse gas emissions
that scientists blame for global warm-
ing.

They are coming up against tough
opposition led by the oil producer
group OPEC and its allies.

Seeking a breakthrough on Sunday,

emissions, not on targeting the fuel
sources that cause them.

China’s top climate envoy, Xie Zhen-
hua, on Saturday said a COP28 deal can
only be considered a success if it in-
cludes an agreement on fossil fuels —
though he did not say whether Beijing
would back a “phase-out” deal.

“The positions on the issue are cur-
rently very antagonistic, and China is
trying to find a solution that is accept-
able to all parties and can solve the
problems,” he said, describing COP28
as the hardest climate summit of his ca-
reer.

U.S. Special Climate Envoy John
Kerry met with Xie at the China del-
egation oices for 45 minutes on
Sunday. Kerry did not say what the pair
discussed.

The latest version of the core nego-
tiating text, released on Friday, shows
that countries were still considering a
range of options — from agreeing to a
“phase out of fossil fuels in line with
best available science,” to phasing out
“unabated fossil fuels,” to including
no mention at all.

Abating fossil fuels typically means re-
ducing their climate impact by either

COP28 President Sultan al-Jaber took
the unusual step of convening a “majl-
is” — an Arabic term for a communal
gathering — where delegations could
speak in a dierent forum to the formal
forward-facing plenary hall.

“We are now in the end game,”
Jaber said. “I hope that you won’t let
me down.”

Speaking in a circular configuration,
delegations restated their positions, but
it was not immediately obvious that the
forum had yielded a shi in positions.

OPEC had issued a letter to its mem-
bers and backers on Dec. 6 asking them
to oppose any language targeting fossil
fuels in a COP28 deal, and observers in
the negotiations told Reuters that some
of those delegations appeared to be
heeding the call.

“I think there are still quite en-
trenched positions,” Adam Guibourge-
Czetwertynski, Poland’s deputy minis-
ter for climate who is heading the
country’s COP28 delegation, said prior
to the majlis on Sunday.

OPEC’s biggest producer and de
facto leader Saudi Arabia, along with
Russia and others, have argued that the
focus of COP28 should be on reducing

DUBAI (Reuters) — Azerbaijan is
poised to host next year’s COP29 cli-
mate change summit aer winning
backing from other Eastern European
nations on Saturday.

The decision, which resolves months
of geopolitical deadlock over where the
next annual U.N. climate summit will
b e  h e l d ,  q u i c k l y  d r e w  f o c u s  t o
Azerbaijan’s oil production and its hu-
man rights record.

With the rotating presidency of the
summit shiing to Eastern Europe next
year, nations from the region agreed
during the ongoing COP28 summit in
Dubai to back Baku’s bid, the cochairs
of the group of countries said in a letter
the U.N. climate change body on
Saturday, seen by Reuters.

Azerbaijan backed to host COP29 

capturing and storing their carbon diox-
ide emissions. Carbon capture is expens-
ive and has yet to be proven at scale.

Speaking at the majlis on Sunday, a
representative for Saudi Arabia’s del-
egation reiterated its position that a
COP28 deal  should not pick and
choose energy sources, but should in-
stead focus on cutting emissions. 
 

At climate talks, cameras are
everywhere, stoking concerns

AP

G42 cameras are visible at the COP28
U.N. Climate Summit in Dubai on Saturday.


