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Intricate mizuhiki craft dazzles visitors in kanazawa

K
ANAZAWA — Standing 
quietly by the Saigawa riv-
er, west of Kanazawa Cas-
tle, is Jiyukajin Mizuhiki 
Museum.

Mizuhiki is a type of tradi-
tional decorative knot, often shaped like 
cranes, turtles, pine trees, bamboos and 
plums. They are made by knotting thin 
cords of Japanese washi paper and used 
to seal gifts given at ceremonies such as 
weddings and funerals. 

The museum opened in April 2023 
with the intention of showcasing dif-
ferent aspects of the craft. 

Upon entering, visitors are greeted 
by a folding screen made of mizuhiki 
and a curtain-like decoration adorned 
with countless Awaji-musubi, which is 
a type of knotting style. Further inside, 
an entire area is dedicated to displaying 
various kinds of mizuhiki, which is also 
the name given to the paper material.

Immediately drawing the eye are 
the 200 lightbulbs hung from the 
ceiling, each covered with a color-
ful mizuhiki. Three types of covers 
adorn the lightbulbs: spherical, 
cylindrical and bell-shaped, all made 
by connecting mizuhiki. The result-
ing light evokes a glowing warmth 
and softness.

Koji Hirose, the president of Jiyukajin, 
said, “As our six mizuhiki artists have 
worked on a variety of pieces, such as 
interior decorations that match acces-

sories and the atmosphere in the room, 
color requests have also increased.”

The number of colors soared to 200 
in an effort to meet the ambitions of 
the artists. All 200 colors are used for 
the light shades exhibited in the room.

In the exhibition room, a framed 
mizuhiki artwork and a wedding dress 
with a large ribbon made of light 
blue mizuhiki are on display. A bride 
actually once wore the dress for her 
wedding.

Yuriko Hirose, mizuhiki artist and 
sister of the museum’s president, 
played a pivotal role in the initial creat-
ing drive of the works. 

Yuriko became a fully fledged 
mizuhiki maker after she worked as 
an assistant at a mizuhiki exhibition 
held in New Zealand in 1999, and was 
inspired by the visitors’ reactions.

Her career began with creating 
smaller items such as jewelry and 
phone straps. Since 2015, She has 
since worked on decorating ryokan 
Japanese-style inns in Ishikawa Pre-
fecture and stores in the Higashi-cha-
ya district, one of the popular tourist 
spots in Kanazawa, raising her profile.

As mizuhiki is a handmade craft, it 
can come with a hefty price tag. Howev-
er, since May 2023, six kinds of everyday 
items, including hair ties and ear cuffs, 
have been available at the museum.

Yuriko said, “I’m sure that young 
people have become interested [in 
mizuhiki] because Instagrammable 
pictures went viral. I want it to become 
something for daily life, not only for 
special occasions.”
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Light bulbs adorned with mizuhiki are hung from the ceiling at a museum in Kanazawa.
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Taylor Swift lends personal items to 
U.K.’s V&A for ‘journey around museum’

LONDON (Reuters) — Outfits, mu-
sical instruments and other objects on 
loan from U.S. musician Taylor Swift 
are going on display at London’s V&A 
in a temporary summer exhibition.

Titled “Taylor Swift | Songbook 
Trail” the exhibition is made up of 13 
installations dotted across the muse-
um's many galleries.

“It's a journey around the museum,” 
curator Kate Bailey said.

“It follows chapters in Taylor Swift’s 
career, and we highlight the eras and 
showcase objects and looks worn by 

Taylor across the different spaces in the 
museum.”

Bailey and her team were given 
access to Swift’s personal archives to 
pick items for the theatrically staged 
installations, which are placed in 
carefully chosen galleries that connect 
to moments in the 14-time Grammy 
winner’s career.

Among the objects on show are 
customized cowboy boots worn by a 
young Swift at the start of her career; 
the wig and facial hair she sported in 
“The Man” music video; reproductions 
of the hand-drawn storyboards for the 
“Willow” music video and a golden 
microphone with snake detail used 
by Swift, now 34, on the “Reputation” 
stadium tour.

Also on display are the ukulele 
played by Swift on the “Speak Now” 

world tour and the fisherman cap she 
wore on the “Red (Taylor’s Version)” 
album cover.

“It’s been a really fast-moving 
project, where I got to select works 
from the collection,” said Bailey. “I 
wanted to make sure that we were 
able to showcase costumes, but also 
musical instruments, objects that 
kind of convey her whole career and 
creativity.”

“It’s the first time we’ve done a trail 
in this way. And it’s the first time these 
objects have been seen in the U.K.. So, 
it’s incredibly exciting and it’s free.”

“Taylor Swift Songbook Trail” is 
displayed throughout the V&A South 
Kensington from June 27 to September 
8. According to the museum the trail 
takes 60-90 minutes to complete.
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Items used in the “Speak Now” World Tour 
and on the album cover and loaned by Taylor 
Swift are displayed at the V&A Museum in 
London on July 24 
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An employee  
views an 
outfit from the 
‘Fortnight’ video 
worn and loaned 
by Taylor Swift at 
the V&A Museum 
in London on July 
24. 
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