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By Damien Cole
Ambassador of Ireland to Japan

My warmest greetings to the readers of the Japan 
News on the occasion of St. Patrick’s Day 2024. Each 
year, on March 17, the people of Ireland celebrate St. 
Patrick’s Day, our national day. We are joined in these 
celebrations by the 70 million people of Irish heritage 
and by our friends and supporters 
all over the world. I would like to 
take this opportunity to express the 
deepest sympathies of the people of 
Ireland to all those affected by the 
2024 Noto Peninsula Earthquake 
earlier this year.

St. Patrick’s Day is an occasion 
to take stock of the strong ties be-
tween Ireland and Japan. I would 
like to express my deep gratitude to 
the Government of Japan and members of the Diet, as 
well as political, economic, cultural, academic and me-
dia partners for your work in nurturing this relationship. 

Japan sees a rich program of St. Patrick’s Day 
events during March every year, from Tokyo to Mat-
sue, from Sapporo to Kumamoto. I am delighted to see 
the variety of events each year, with parades, music 
and dance. 

I look forward to participating in the Tokyo parade in 
Omotesando on March 17 and the Green Ireland Fes-
tival in Yoyogi Park on March 16 and 17. The Tokyo 
parade is the oldest and largest St. Patrick’s Day pa-
rade in Asia, and the Green Ireland Festival will be the 
largest Irish event in Asia. 

This vibrant St. Patrick’s Day program is thanks to 
the dedication of the Irish community and friends of Ire-
land in Japan who work tirelessly to make this happen, 
and to whom I express my sincere thanks and appreci-
ation.

I am delighted that Minister Roderic O’Gorman T.D., 
Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration 
and Youth, is representing the Government of Ireland 
at the St. Patrick’s Day events in Japan this year. He 
will lead an intensive program in Japan, including 
official engagements with political counterparts and 
launching Ireland’s concept for Expo Osaka, Kansai, 
2025.

This year’s St. Patrick’s Day festival highlights Ire-
land’s future in the world, celebrating our young peo-
ple and diaspora. We are very proud of young Irish 
and diaspora leaders in innovation, creativity, com-
munity development, business, and academia around 
the world. 

Ireland shares with Japan a commitment to interna-
tional peace and security and the rules-based multilat-
eral system, especially at this time of conflict and turbu-
lence. Like Japan, we continue to denounce Russia’s 
illegal invasion of Ukraine. Ireland and the European 

Union remain committed to continuing our support for 
Ukraine for as long as it takes. To date, Ireland has 
welcomed almost 105,000 Ukrainians, more than 2% 
of our total population.

Last year, Ireland celebrated 50 years of member-
ship in the EU. Ireland remains a core member of the 
EU single market and the eurozone. The EU has been 
a catalyst in creating the prosperous and progressive 
Ireland of today.

Ireland has experienced a period of sustained 
growth. Our economy is a highly developed and open 
knowledge economy, focused on services in the high-
tech, life sciences, finance and agribusiness sectors. 

This year, in 2024, Team Ireland in Japan is busy 
preparing for the opening of the new Ireland House in 
Tokyo in 2025 and Ireland’s participation in Expo Osa-
ka, Kansai, 2025. These combined investments are a 
tangible expression of Ireland’s continued commitment 
to Japan. We look forward to celebrating St. Patrick’s 
Day 2025 at our new embassy in Yotsuya, Tokyo.

So, on this St. Patrick’s Day, I would like to invite you 
to join us in wearing something green, supporting your 
local parade, and joining in the fun and spirit of the 
day. Lá fhéile Pádraig sona daoibh go léir!
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Animal welfare alter 700-year-old ritual 

K
UWANA, Mie — Con-
cerns over animal welfare
are prompting changes to
a 700-year-old Shinto
ritual in which young
men on horseback climb

over a nearly 2-meter-high mud wall.
In the traditional “Ageuma Shinji”

(horse-jumping ritual) at Tado Taisha
shrine in Kuwana, Mie Prefecture,
horses with young riders ran up a steep
slope and jumped over the mud wall
placed at the top of the slope during the
event. 

Whether fortune would be good or
bad is predicted by how many horses
succeed in jumping over the wall.

However, during the event last May,
a horse broke its leg and was euth-
anized. Since the incident, the shrine
has received an outpouring of criticism
by phone and e-mail.

An animal rights group filed a crim-
inal complaint against the shrine claim-
ing that the event was “an act of animal
abuse in the name of a Shinto ritual or
traditional event.”

Tado Taisha announced the meas-
ures to improve the situation at a
press conference on Feb. 22. The mud
wall has been removed and the horses
will be able to run on the slope. They
also made the hill gentler and spread
sand to ensure the horses could easily
run.

Horse handlers are also required to
abstain from alcohol and to refrain
from any violent or intimidating beha-
vior toward the horses. The behavior,
such as kicking horses, has long been

Ex-PM Murayama
turns 100 in Oita

H IROSHIMA — More than 50,000
people have visited Okosta, a fa-
cility where guests can get first-

hand experience making Hiroshima’s fam-
ous okonomiyaki dish.

Okosta opened on Oct. 4, 2018, at a
commercial facility inside JR Hiroshima
Station. Employees of Otafuku Sauce Co.
of Hiroshima, which operates the facility,
teach visitors how to make okonomiyaki.

Okonomiyaki experience attracts 50,000 visitors

O ITA  — Former Prime Minister Tomii-
chi Murayama. who served as leader in
the 1990s, celebrated his 100th birthday

on March 3.
Murayama, who now lives in Oita City, is at

elderly day care service three times a week. He
takes walks twice a day and continues to ex-
ercise. His favorite hobby is watching sumo
wrestling, he said.

“I can’t really feel that I have turned 100.
Right now, I’m happy to be able to spend each
and every day with my family,” Murayama said
in a written statement to The Yomiuri Shim-
bun.

Among successive prime ministers,
Murayama’s longevity is close to that of Yas-
uhiro Nakasone, who died in 2019 at the age of
101. In the statement, Murayama said the secret
to his long life is “to live naturally, without
overdoing it.”

Murayama, whose long eyebrows became a
trademark, became prime minister in 1994 and
served until January 1996.
 

In 2023, Okosta was visited by 14,235
people, including 4,701 foreigners, or about
30% of the total. Visitors from the United
States accounted for most of these visitors at
42%, followed by Australia at 19%, the
United Kingdom at 9% and Taiwan at 4%.

In addition to oering hands-on classes
taught in English, the facility also caters to
diverse needs, including a vegetarian ver-
sion that uses soybean meat instead of
pork and a halal version using squid,
shrimp and an organic okonomiyaki sauce

containing no meat or fish.
Okosta attracted wider attention when

British Prime Minister Rishi Sunak visited
during the Group of Seven summit meet-
ing held in Hiroshima in May last year.
The number of visitors increased and
reached 50,000 on Jan. 7 of this year.

“More people around the world are
learning about the appeal of okonomiyaki.
We would like to further promote oko-
nomiyaki both in Japan and overseas,” an
Otafuku Sauce oicial said.
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Visitors make okonomiyaki at Okosta in Hiroshima.
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Left: The steep mud wall at the shrine
is seen in 2011.
Far left: A slope where a 2-meter-high
mud wall was removed at Tado Taisha
shrine in Kuwana, Mie Prefecture.
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Prefecture.
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considered a problem.
The improvements were based on the

recommendations of an external
committee of experts.

“We would like to continue this
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ritual in the future as a ritual that fits
the times,” said Naohiro Hirano, the
chief priest of the shrine.

This year’s ritual will be held on May
4 and 5.
 


