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National Day of Brunei Darussalam

By Haji Shahbudin Haji Musa
Ambassador of Brunei Darussalam

On this joyous occasion of the 40th National Day of 
Brunei Darussalam, I wish to extend the heartfelt greet-
ings of His Majesty Paduka Seri Baginda Sultan and 
Yang Di-Pertuan of Brunei Darus-
salam and the people of Brunei to 
Their Majesties the Emperor and 
Empress, members of the Imperial 
Family, the government and people 
of Japan. 

The theme adopted for the National 
Day this year is “Bersatu Mencapai 
Cita Negara” (United to Achieve Na-
tional Aspirations), which represents 
our commitment to achieve the Bru-
nei Vision 2035 through a whole-of-
nation approach for the continued advancement of the 
country. 

The theme further underlines the importance of unity 
between leaders, communities and people as well as 
unity as the country’s main strength in facing challeng-
es and achieving goals. It also reflects Brunei Darus-
salam’s commitment to move forward and overcome 
obstacles in the course of its development through con-
tinuous improvement and taking advantage of advance-
ments in science and technology.

With the monarchy as the bedrock of the state, Brunei 
Darussalam will continue in its journey towards develop-
ing highly educated, skilled and accomplished people; 
increasing the quality of life and establishing a dynamic 
and sustainable economy. 

The support and contributions from the people and 
government of Japan during the journey are much ac-
knowledged and appreciated, and we look forward to a 
continuous collaborative relationship with our Japanese 
friends as well as others towards a peaceful and pros-
perous region.

As we commemorate this auspicious milestone, we 
reflect on the shared values that have forged a bond 
between our cultures. This is especially pertinent as we 
celebrate the 40th anniversary of diplomatic relations 
between Brunei Darussalam and Japan, which have not 
only endured the test of time but continue to flourish, 
creating a foundation of understanding and cooperation.

In the sphere of collaboration, both Brunei and Japan 
have achieved remarkable milestones. The exchange of 
knowledge, technology and expertise has propelled us 
forward in areas ranging from economic development 
to cultural enrichment. These accomplishments stand 
as a testament to the commitment and dedication of our 
leaders, governments and people.

An especially joyous highlight for the cordial bilateral 
relations in 2023 was the visit of His Majesty the Sultan 
and Yang Di-Pertuan of Brunei Darussalam to Japan to 
attend the Commemorative Summit for the 50th Anni-
versary of ASEAN-Japan Friendship and Cooperation 
last December. The attendance reflects the importance 
and commitment that Brunei Darussalam attaches to 
ASEAN as well as the close friendship it shares with Ja-
pan on a multilateral level.

This is particularly relevant as Brunei Darussalam 
and Japan share a common goal and commitment to 
peace, stability as well as prosperity as reflected in 
our collaboration to address regional and global is-
sues. Whether addressing environmental challenges, 
promoting sustainable development, or contributing to 
international peacekeeping efforts, our nations stand 
side by side.

Furthermore, economic partnerships have thrived, 
creating opportunities for businesses in both countries. 
The strategic collaborations in energy, trade, investment 
and technology transfer have not only strengthened our 
economies but have also created a platform for innova-
tion and growth. 

Brunei’s commitment to ensure the reliable supply of 
energy in the form of LNG to Japan will continue whilst 
at the same time welcoming exploration in wider areas 
such as downstream oil and gas, agriculture and aqua-
culture, tourism and other sectors of mutual benefit. In 
this regard, we encourage more Japanese companies 
and individuals to participate in Brunei’s economic diver-
sification efforts through more direct investments (FDIs) 
into the country.

Together, we will navigate the ever-evolving global 
landscape, adapting to challenges and seizing opportu-
nities.

Last but not least, is the significant role that peo-
ple-to-people exchanges have played in deepening 
our understanding of one another. Through events 
and programs such as those by the Japan-Brunei 

Friendship Association, ASEAN-Japan Centre, Ja-
pan-East Asia Network of Exchange for Students and 
Youths Programme (JENESYS) and Ship for South-
east Asian Youth Programme (SSEAYP), we have 
continued to bridge the gap between our countries, 
fostering mutual respect, understanding and appreci-
ation. Our cultural ties are the threads that weave our 
nations together, creating a rich tapestry of shared 
experiences.

As we celebrate Brunei’s National Day, we do so with 
gratitude for the support and friendship that Japan has 
extended. It is a celebration of the journey we have 
undertaken together and a reaffirmation of our commit-
ment to building a future of shared prosperity and un-
derstanding.

In conclusion, I express my sincere appreciation to 
the government and people of Japan for their continued 
friendship and cooperation. May the bonds between 

Brunei Darussalam and Japan continue to flourish, and 
may our shared endeavors pave the way for a brighter, 
more interconnected future.

Brunei and Japan continue to stand side by side

Haji Shahbudin Haji 
Musa

Brunei Tourism

Above left, Kampong Ayer is the largest water village in Southeast Asia and is known as the “Venice of The East,” and above 
right, Brunei Darussalam is a diver’s paradise with vast coral reefs and colorful marine life which can be found amidst the 
numerous shipwrecks which are teeming with sea life.
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Artisans feel strain in Florence ‘dying’ from tourism

Pestelli, 55, managed to find another little
workshop nearby, but says many fellow artisans
have not been so lucky.

The average cost of monthly residential rents
leapt 42% between 2016 and 2023, while the num-

ber of apartments listed on Airbnb jumped from
some 6,000 to nearly 15,000, oicial figures show.

Even in February, tourist queues snake
around the block at the Duomo and throng
around Michelangelo’s David.

With locals forced out and traditional shops
disappearing, “Florence is becoming an empty
box,” Pestelli said.

Elena Bellini, 47, who sells work by local
artists, said the drop in the number of long-term
residents was killing neighborhoods and has led
to more crime, like attempted break-ins.

“Florence is dying!” read a notice in the win-
dow of a jewelers saying the city had been “sold”
to big business.

Alternate attractions
The Tuscan capital is not alone. Venice and

other top destinations like the Cinque Terre in
northwest Italy have also seen locals driven
away by astronomical rents, overcrowded sites

and endless souvenir shops.
While Venice is trialing a ticketing system,

with day visitors to be charged an entry fee in
high seasons, Florence’s center-le city council
has launched a campaign to entice tourists away
from the center.

“People are increasingly looking for
‘experience-based itineraries,’ so we have to
promote ... other points of historical, artistic,
naturalistic and gastronomic interest,” Deputy
Mayor Alessia Bettini told AFP.

Visitors to surrounding villages, castles and ab-
beys were up 4.5% in January, while the number
of hikers tackling the Path of the Gods across the
Apennines to Bologna rose 22% last year.

The council has also attempted to free up
homes for local people and prevent rents spiral-
ing further by banning new short-term private
vacation rentals in the historic center.

The measure, adopted in October, also in-
cludes tax breaks for landlords if they switch

back to ordinary leases.

‘Gone forever’
Despite the ban, a dozen or so artisans are being

evicted from workshops in a building near the
Ponte Vecchio, amid plans to transform it for
tourism. “The Florentine goldsmith tradition is
rather quickly falling to pieces,” said Pestelli.

A few streets away, Gabriele Maselli, president
of Florence’s Historical Businesses Association,
paints a gold picture frame by hand, rows of
brightly colored pots and powders lining the
shelves behind him.

A large crucifix stands propped against one wall,
while nearby a restorer repairs the surface of a
damaged painting.

“People come to Florence for quality things,
made painstakingly by hand,” 58-year-old
Maselli said. “If a business is forced to close
though, it aects the whole production chain. A
whole world closes, gone forever.”
 

Alberto Pizzoli / AFP

A horse-drawn carriage transports tourists at the
Piazza Del Duomo in Florence, Italy, on Feb. 15. Some
1.5 million tourists flocked to the city last summer. 
 

F LORENCE, Italy  (AFP-Jiji) —
Goldsmith Tommaso Pestelli was
evicted from his historic Florence
workshop to make way for a luxury
hotel, the umpteenth victim of a
mass tourism critics say is ravaging

the Italian city.
Calls for urgent action to protect the city center,

a UNESCO site, intensified last month aer a mu-
seum director said “hit and run” tourism had
transformed Florence into a “prostitute.”

Some 1.5 million tourists flocked to the city last
summer, up 6.6% on the previous year, while an
increasing number of independent shops and
residential apartments are being transformed in-
to fast food outlets and holiday lets.

“We’ve been open since 1908. If you get rid
of us, and many others like us, you take away
part of the city’s spirit,” said Pestelli, whose
father, grandfather and great-grandfather were
goldsmiths before him.


