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Americans ramped up spending
over the holidays despite anxiety

N EW YORK (AP) —
Holiday sales rose this
year and spending re-
mained resilient during
the shopping season
even with Americans

wrestling with higher prices in some
areas and other financial worries, ac-
cording to the latest measure.

Holiday sales from the beginning of
November through Christmas Eve
climbed 3.1%, a slower pace than the
7.6% increase from a year earlier, ac-
cording to Mastercard SpendingPulse,
which tracks all kinds of payments in-
cluding cash and debit cards.

This year’s sales are more in line with
what is typical during the holiday sea-
son, however, aer a surge in spending
last year during the same period.

“This holiday season, the consumer
showed up, spending in a deliberate
manner” said Michelle Meyer, Chief
Economist, Mastercard Economics
Institute. “The economic backdrop re-
mains favorable with healthy job
creation and easing inflation pressures,
empowering consumers to seek the
goods and experiences they value
most.”

The number of people seeking un-
employment benefits has remained
very low by historical standards and
employers are still having a hard time
finding enough workers.

Still, sales growth was a bit lower
than the 3.7% increase Mastercard
SpendingPulse  had projected in
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Shoppers visit the
Christmas Village in
Philadelphia on
Dec. 13.

ting stung with overstued warehouses
last year.

The latest report on the Federal
Reserve’s favored inflation gauge, is-
sued Friday, shows prices are easing.
But costs remain still higher at res-
taurants, car shops, or for things like
rent. 

Americans, however, unexpectedly
picked up their spending from October
to November as the holiday season
kicked o, underscoring their spending
power in the face of higher costs.

September. The data released Tuesday
excludes the automotive industry and is
not adjusted for inflation.

Clothing sales rose 2.4%, though
jewelry sales fell 2% and electronics
dipped roughly 0.4%. Online sales
jumped 6.3% from a year ago and in-
person spending rose a modest 2.2%.

Consumer spending accounts for
nearly 70% of U.S. economic activity
and economists carefully monitor how
Americans spend, particularly during
the holidays, to gauge how they’re feel-

ing financially.
There had been rising concern lead-

ing up to the holiday about the will-
ingness of Americans to spend because
of elevated prices for daily necessities at
a time that savings have fallen and
credit card delinquencies have ticked
higher. 

In response, retailers pushed dis-
counts on holiday merchandise earlier
in October compared with a year ago.
They also took a cautious approach on
how much inventory to order aer get-

Apple seeks to resume sales
of its 2 most popular watches

Apple filed an emergency motion
seeking court permission to begin
selling two of its most popular watches
again until a final decision on its
broader appeal in a bitter patent dis-
pute is decided.

The company cut o sales right be-
fore the Christmas holiday and in a
motion filed Tuesday, Apple said it
would suer “irreparable harm” if pre-
vious court orders remain for the two
weeks that it said the U.S. International
Trade Commission will take to respond
to its appeal.

The disruption will likely cost Apple

about $300 million-$400 million in
holiday-season sales, estimated Wed-
bush Securities analyst Dan Ives. That’s
a relative drop in the bucket for Apple,
given that industry analysts are expect-
ing the company to generate nearly
$120 billion in sales this quarter, which
includes the holiday shopping season.

On Oct. 26, the ITC determined that
Apple infringed on two patents owned
by Masimo Corp. and Cercacor Lab-
oratories, both U.S. companies. Aer a
60-day review, the ITC’s decision be-
came final Tuesday, but the company
had already pulled the watches from
store shelves and removed them from
its online sales lineup.
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UNGA Adoption of Uzbek Resolution
PUBLICITY

Disney sues oversight group in
dispute over records in Florida
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A statue of Walt
Disney and Mickey
Mouse in front of
the Cinderella
Castle at the Magic
Kingdom theme
park at Walt Disney
World in Lake
Buena Vista, Fla,
Jan. 15, 2020.

ORLANDO, Fla. (AP) — Disney has
filed a lawsuit claiming that the over-
sight government for Walt Disney
World, which was taken over by ap-
pointees of Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis
earlier this year, has failed to release
documents and properly preserve re-
cords, in violation of Florida’s public re-
cords law.

Disney said in the lawsuit filed Friday
that the Central Florida Tourism Over-
sight District, oen referred to as
CFTOD, has been so slow in fulfilling
its public records duties that it has
failed to respond completely to a re-
quest the company made seven months
ago when it paid more than $2,400 to
get emails and text messages belonging

to the five district board members ap-
pointed by DeSantis.

Disney, DeSantis and the DeSantis
appointees already are battling for con-
trol of the government in two pending
lawsuits in federal and state court.

The public records lawsuit is asking a
judge to review any documents that the
district claims are exempt from being
released, declare that the district is viol-
ating state public records law, and or-
der the district to release the docu-
ments that Disney has requested.

“CFTOD has prevented Disney from
discovering the actions of its government
through public records requests, in viol-
ation of Florida law,” said the lawsuit
filed in state court in Orlando. “The


