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Princess to lead multifaceted mission in

By Roxane de Bilderling

Ambassador of Belgium

This year, the celebration of the
Belgian King’s Day in Japan comes
at a time that is filled with a lot of ex-
citement and an-
ticipation for the
Belgian Econo-
mic Mission that
will be coming in
December. Her
Royal Highness,
Princess Astrid
of Belgium, rep-
resenting HM
King Philippe,
will lead a delegation of no less than
575 members, all eager to start new
cooperation with Japan or deepen
their existing links with this country.
During one week, members of this
mission will visit Tokyo, Nagoya,
Osaka and Kyoto. In Tokyo, there will
be several bilateral contacts with the
authorities.

The composition of the delega-
tion is a good reflection of the di-
versity and richness of our bilat-
eral relations: companies from a
wide range of sectors, as well as
business federations, universi-
ties, cultural actors and official
representatives from the Belgian
federal government and the three
regions (Flanders, Brussels and
Wallonia), all under the leader-
ship of the Princess. This mission
could not come at a better time:
Japan recently reopened its bor-
ders and the international context
has highlighted, more than ever,
how much we need to work to-
gether and find common solu-
tions to address fundamental
challenges in our societies, such
as the fight against climate
change, the need to secure sus-
tainable and reliable sources of
energy, and the absolute neces-
sity to develop resilient supply
chains and ensure our economic
security, while enabling our pop-
ulations to live in a healthy,
peaceful, secure and stimulating
environment.

In all of this, Belgium and
Japan are partners of choice.
During this economic mission,
we have the ambition to raise
the bar even a little higher by fo-
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cusing on the areas where we
can do more together. An entire
day will be dedicated to the de-
carbonization of our economy,
looking at investments and re-
cent developments in hydrogen
and offshore wind energy as
well as the role of artificial intel-
ligence. Joint research and inno-
vation in life sciences and the
chemical industry for a sustain-
able and healthy future will also
figure very highly on the agen-
da, as this is an increasingly im-
portant sector in our bilateral
economic relations. There will
be discussions on how to digital-
ize public services while main-
taining a high level of reliability
and security, how to innovate in
our automotive sector to re-
spond to the challenges of smart
mobility, and how to increase
our academic cooperation and
look for new perspectives and
funding in the internationaliza-
tion of higher education in the
post-COVID context. An aca-
demic seminar will be devoted to

the historical significance of the
1920s donation of books by the
Japanese Emperor to a Belgian
university.

Many events will provide an ex-
cellent opportunity for interlocu-
tors from both countries to meet
and exchange experiences, pro-
jects, and ideas, such as high-
level lunches focused on invest-
ments and a meeting between
the two major business federa-
tions from each country. More-
over, success-story testimonies
will be shared and some agree-
ments will be signed between
Belgian and Japanese compa-
nies or institutions. Several com-
pany visits will also be organized,
showcasing their innovation or
highlighting their Japan-Belgium
partnership. A seminar will be
dedicated to the expectations of
young students towards the gen-
der equality situation in the busi-
ness world.

Finally, there will be several
cultural events, such as the
opening of a beautiful exhibition
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of the sculptures of renowned
Belgian artist Jean-Michel Folon
and the traditional Belgian Beer
Weekend in Shinjuku! At the
opening of this festival, Belgian
jazz musicians Jef Neve and
Teus Nobel will be giving a spe-
cial performance dedicated to
Toots Thielemans, the famous
Belgian harmonica player who
would have been 100 years old
this year. It will be one of the var-
ious events in which the excellent
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The Brussels FIower Carpet is held every other summer at the Grand Place of
Brussels, a UNESCO World Heritage site in the center of the Belgian capital.

food and drink culture from
Belgium will be showcased. Last
but not least, video gaming will
have its share with an exciting
and collaborative Game Jam,
where Belgian-Japanese teams
will compete to create the best
video game.

It is easily understandable that
this mission will represent a fan-
tastic opportunity to highlight the
various sectors that make
Belgium-Japan relations so rich

and diverse, and we are ex-
tremely pleased to welcome such
an important delegation. Beyond
this important visit, we will contin-
ue to work on the dynamic ex-
changes further, for even
stronger, warmer and more cor-
dial Belgian-Japan friendship
links.

More information can be found on
the following website
https://www.belgianeconomicmission.be/

(available from Nov. 17)

Congratulations
on the Belgian King’s Day
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MEIKO TRANS CO.,LTD.

Head Office:

4-6, Irifune 2-chome, Minato-ku, Nagoya, Aichi 455-8650 Japan
Fax: (052)652- 1680

https: //www.meiko-trans.co.jp

Phone: (052 )661- 8111

Congratulations

to the People of Belgium
on Their King’s Day
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ROSEN CO.,LTD.

12-7 Toyotsu-cho, Suita-shi, Osaka 564-0051, Japan
Tel: (06) 6380-1414 Fax: (06) 6337-1655 https://www.manneken.co.jp

Congratulations to the People of Belgium on Their King’s Day
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Glaci6<

ice cream specialities
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GODIVA

Belgium 1926
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Aqua Plannet Co., Ltd.

Mitsubishi Bldg. 9F, 2-5-2 Marunouchi, Chiyoda-ku,
Tokyo 100-0005 Tel: 03-3287-2005 Fax: 03-3287-2006
www.belgianbrasseriecourt.jp

Delvaux Japan K.K.

Forum Bldg. 3F, 2-24-11 Minami-Aoyama, Minato-ku,
Tokyo 107-0062 Tel: 03-6447-5583 Fax: 03-6447-5581

www.delvaux.com

Glacio Ice Cream Japan KK

4F, Senju Bldg., 1-15-12 Shinjuku, Shinjuku-ku,
Tokyo 160-0022 Tel: 03-5367-6234 Fax 03-3358-1609
www.glacio.com

GODIVA Japan, Inc.

Roppongi Grand Tower 32F, 3-2-1 Roppongi, Minato-ku,
Tokyo 106-6232 Tel: 03-5797-8100
www.godiva.co.jp

Hoegaarden (Anheuser-Busch InBev Japan)
2-24-12-39F Shibuya, Shibuya-ku, Tokyo, 150-6139

oegaarden Tel: 03-6452-6497

https://hoegaarden.jp/

Sofico Services Japan K.K.

Toranomon Piazza Bldg. 10F, 2-4-1 Toranomon, Minato-ku,
Tokyo 105-0001 Tel: 03-3508-7560 Fax: 03-3508-7561

SOFICO

www.sofico.co.jp

Progress beyond

Solvay

Atago Green Hills MORI Tower, 2-5-1 Atago, Minato-ku,
Tokyo 105-6207 Tel: 03-5425-4790
www.solvay.com

UCB Japan Co., Ltd.

V.P Inspired by patients.
h_[_4 Driven by science.

Shinjuku Grand Tower, 8-17-1 Nishi-Shinjuku, Shinjuku-ku,
Tokyo 160-0023 Tel: 03-6864-7500

www.ucbjapan.com
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WITTAMER JAPON Co., Ltd.

1-3-22 Ohama-cho, Amagasaki-shi, Hyogo 661-0022
Tel: 06-6426-2561 Fax: 06-6426-2455
www.wittamer.jp

(in alphabetical order)
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BELGIAN-LUXEMBOURG
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE IN JAPAN

Members of the Belgian-Luxembourg Chamber of Commerce in Japan

Dai10 Daitetsu Bldg. 5F, Arakicho 23, Shinjuku-ku, Tokyo 160-0007 Tel: 03-6457-8662 Fax: 03-6457-8663
E-mail: info@blccj.orjp URL: www.blccj.or.jp




