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Tony Finau reacts as he watches his tee shot on the
12th hole at the Houston Open on Friday.

Finau fires 62,
opens big lead
in Houston

HOUSTON (AP) — Tony Finau finished his
opening round with a string of birdies and then
took the momentum right into Friday, making
10 birdies to match his career low with an 8-
under 62 to build a big lead in the Houston
Open.

Finau was at his best late in the round at Me-
morial Park, finishing with three straight bird-
ies. His final shot from light rough le of the
18th fairway still had enough spin to check up
about 4 feet from the hole.

He was at 13-under 127 and four shots clear
of Patrick Rodgers (63) among early starters.

Alex Noren, part of the three-way tie for the
18-hole lead, was at 8 under with three holes to
play when bad weather in the forecast stopped
play for the rest of Friday. Noren was facing a
40-foot eagle putt when play resumes Saturday.

Masters champion Scottie Scheler also was
in the late wave and was 5 under through 13
holes.

Thunderstorms and gusts that halted play are
part of a system that is expected to shi to a
northerly wind and drop temperatures some 20
degrees over the weekend.

Several tee boxes and pin positions were ad-
justed to account for the forecast. Finau and the
other early starters had relatively calm condi-
tions, and he knew Friday morning was the time
to score. That’s just what he did.

Finau has had a 62 four previous times, most
recently at the Canadian Open this summer.
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