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He missed a very presentable early
chance against Palace by miscuing a
close-range volley at the back post, and
then hit the post from a similar range
in the final minute of the first half.

Maybe some frustration had set by

the time he was red-carded. As they
jostled at the edge of Palace’s penalty
area, Nunez threw his head back at
Andersen and missed. Then, when con-
fronted moments later by the aggrieved
defender, Nunez turned into Andersen

L IVERPOOL (AP) — Two
glaring misses then a red
card for a reckless headbutt
on Monday.
It was a home debut to for-
get for Liverpool ’s big

oseason signing, Darwin Nunez.
Fortunately for the Reds, another

South American came to the rescue at
Anfield as a dazzling individual goal by
Luis Diaz salvaged a 1-1 draw against
Crystal Palace in the Premier League.

In his first competitive start for
Liverpool, Nunez lost control aer jost-
ling with Joachim Andersen o the ball
and thrust his head into the face of the
Palace defender, with referee Paul Tier-
ney watching on in the 57th minute.

The red card was immediately bran-
dished and Nunez had to be calmed
down by his team as he attempted to
confront Tierney. Liverpool boss Jurgen
Klopp blanked Nunez as the Uruguay
striker headed down the tunnel.

“It’s a red card,” Klopp said. “He
was provoked all the time but that is
not how to behave.”

Nunez, an oseason signing from
Benfica, earned his first start aer a
couple of impressive, goalscoring dis-
plays o the bench in the Community
Shield against Manchester City and
then against Fulham, and also because
Roberto Firmino was missing through
injury.

and butted him square in the face.
Already trailing because of Wilfried

Zaha’s 32nd-minute goal, Liverpool
was really up against it. But even down
to 10 men, Klopp’s team still domin-
ated possession and Diaz earned his

team a point by cutting in from the le,
slipping between two defenders, and
curling a shot into the far corner in
front of the Kop. The Colombia inter-
national’s goal came four minutes aer
the red card.

Di Maria strike
helps Juventus
romp in openerPREMIER LEAGUE

Diaz delivers for draw aer dud Nunez debut
MILAN (AP) — In the absence of the

injured Paul Pogba, it was another new
signing who starred for Juventus as the
Bianconeri kicked o its season with a
3-0 win over Sassuolo on Monday.

Angel Di Maria scored the opener
and set up the team’s third for Dusan
Vlahovic, who also won and converted
a penalty.

The 34-year-old Di Maria’s im-
pressive performance will only height-
en the concern aer he walked o in
the 66th minute with an apparent in-
jury to his le adductor muscle and a
pained expression.

“But he always has that face ,”
Juventus coach Massimiliano Allegri
joked.

“He had this little adductor prob-
lem a week ago, too, but I am not wor-
ried. We’ll see what the outcome of the
tests are tomorrow.”

There was less fanfare for the arrival
of Di Maria than Pogba last month.

Di Maria joined on a free transfer
from Paris Saint-Germain just days be-
fore Pogba completed his return to
Juventus.

But Pogba was one of a number of
players absent for the opener. Goal-
keeper Wojciech Szczę sny, Federico
Chiesa and Kaio Jorge were injured as
well, while Moise Kean and Adrien Ra-
biot were suspended.

Weston McKennie had recovered
from injury and started, however.

It was a slow start from Juventus,
with little sign of what was to come as
Sassuolo had several chances to take the
lead.
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Liverpool’s Luis Diaz
(25) scores during
the Premier League
action against
Crystal Palace on
Monday.
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