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On-fire Chun grabs
early lead at PGA

NEW YORK (AP) — Aaron Judge
and the New York Yankees have a
hearing Friday to determine the three-
time All-Star’s salary for the 2022 sea-
son.

Whatever gets decided, the verdict
has already come down in the Bronx:
Judge is going to be worth every single
penny.

The steady, 203-centimeter slugger
lined a game-winning single on the eve
of his arbitration showdown, capping a
four-run ninth inning that included
Aaron Hicks’ tying three-run homer o
closer Ryan Pressly in the Yankees’ 7-6
victory over the Houston Astros on
Thursday night.

Batting with two on against Ryne
Stanek, Judge smoked a 3-0 splitter into
the le-field corner to score Jose
Trevino from second base. It was the
Yankees’ ninth walk-o win in 70
games this season — their most since
1943 — and one that seemed mighty

unlikely when they entered the last in-
ning with only two hits.

“There’s a sign on the way out to
the dugout that says, ‘Do Your Job,’”
Judge said. 

“That’s what I tried to do in that
situation.”

A job with an unknown salary, for
now. The 30-year-old will have an un-
usual in-season arbitration hearing on
Friday — rulings are usually made in
the oseason but were pushed past
opening day this year due to the sport’s
labor lockout.

Judge is asking for $21 million. New
York has oered $17 million. The ar-
bitrator will be charged with picking
one salary or the other — nothing in
between.

The hearing comes aer the sides
failed to reach agreement on a long-
term contract prior to Judge’s opening-
day deadline this spring, meaning No.
99 could leave the Yankees to chase a

free agent deal elsewhere aer the sea-
son.

Asked about Friday’s meeting, Judge
smiled and said only “we’ll talk aer.”

“We always hope the best for our
guys in arbitration and stu like that,”
Hicks said. “We want him here as a
Yankee.”

New York took the opener of a highly
anticipated four-game series between
the American League’s top two teams,
winning for the 19th time in 22 games
to improve to 52-18 — the third-best
70-game start in the major leagues
since 1930.

New York also extended its home
winning streak to 15 games, the team’s
longest since 1961.

The Yankees entered Thursday tied
for the major league lead with 20
comeback victories. No. 21 might top
them all.

Miguel Castro (4-0) worked a hitless
inning for the win.

EASTBOURNE, England (AP) —
Beatriz Haddad Maia was given a help-
ing hand in her bid for a third straight
grass-court title ahead of Wimbledon.

The Brazi l ian advanced to  the
semifinals at Eastbourne without hit-
ting a ball Thursday aer her oppon-
ent, Lesia Tsurenko, withdrew because
of a right elbow injury.

Hadded Maia will be fresh when fa-
cing Petra Kvitova in the last four on
Friday as she looks to follow up title
wins in Nottingham and Birmingham
over the past two weeks. She hadn’t
won a WTA title before this short
grass-court season, which is going bet-
ter than she could ever have imagined.

Kvitova, a two-time Wimbledon
champion, ended the hopes of British
wild card Harriet Dart in a 6-3, 6-4 vic-
tory on center court.

The other semifinal match will be
between defending champion Jelena
Ostapenko and 12th-seeded Camila
Giorgi, who also had straight-set wins.

Much of the scrutiny at Eastbourne
this week has been on the women’s
doubles, in which Serena Williams was
competing in her comeback from a
year away from tennis.

However, Williams and Ons Jabeur
withdrew from the tournament on
Thursday because of a right knee injury
sustained by Jabeur, the WTA said. 

Medvedev bounced in Spain
PALMA, Spain (AP) — Top-ranked

Daniil Medvedev will remain without a
t i t le  on grass  this  season aer  a
straight-set loss to Roberto Bautista
Agut in the quarterfinals of the Mal-
lorca Championships.

Medvedev lost 6-3, 6-2 aer entering
the match with an 8-2 record on the
surface for the year, with his losses
coming in consecutive finals in Ger-
many and the Netherlands.

Medvedev had only one break oppor-
tunity against the 20th-ranked Bautista
Agut.

Sprinter Sha’Carri Richardson ap-
peared to have both her speed and
swagger back for the U.S. athletics
championships but she had a dis-
appointing result Thursday night in her
signature event.

Despite a few promising races head-
ing into the national championships,
Richardson failed to advance out of the
first round of the 100 meters.

She finished fih in her heat and did
not speak to reporters.

She is also entered in the 200 at the
Hayward Field meet, so her hopes of
making the U.S. team for the world
championships next month were still
alive — albiet dimmer.

Richardson must finish among the
top three to make the team for the
sport’s biggest event outside of the
Olympics.

Richardson is known for flashy track
suits, fingernail extensions and ever-
changing hair colors, as well as a brash
and confident personality.
 

B ETHESDA, Md. (AP) —
In Gee Chun breezed to
an 8-under 64 on Thurs-
day to jump out to a big
ear ly  lead in  the  first
round of the Women’s

PGA Championship.
While most of the field slogged

through the day on the wet Blue Course
at Congressional, Chun birdied seven
of eight holes during one stretch.

She was seven shots better than any-
one else who started in the morning,
making her a threat to break the record
for the largest 18-hole lead in a wo-
men’s major — set by Mickey Wright,
who led this tournament by five shots
aer 18 in 1961.

“I don’t know what golf course In
Gee is playing,” defending champion
Nelly Korda said aer finishing her
round of 71.

Chun was playing the same course as
everyone else — one that went through
a full restoration last year. There was
heavy rain in the area overnight and
more precipitation during play Thurs-

day morning. That soened the course
but also made Congressional’s length
— 6,809 yards for this first round —
more of a factor.

No big deal for Chun, a two-time
major winner.

“The course, aer a lot of rain, feels
longer,” the 27-year-old South Korean
said. “At the same time, greens were
soer. So I think it was just a balance.”

Although there was plenty of golf le
to play, Chun’s early seven-shot lead
certainly turned heads.

“I can’t stop staring at the leader-
board,” Justin Thomas tweeted. “Lead-
ing by 7 halfway thru day 1!!!!”

Hye-Jin Choi was 3 under through 11
holes in the aernoon, one of several
players who threatened to shrink
Chun’s lead — but not by much.

Chun, who started on the back nine,
birdied Nos. 15, 16, 17 and 18. Aer a
bogey on No. 1, she rebounded with
three more birdies in a row.

Chun set a major championship re-
cord — male or female — when she
won the Evian Championship in 2016

at 21 under. She also won the U.S. Wo-
men’s Open the previous year.

Korda was part of a group at 1 under,
along with playing partner Brooke
Henderson. One example of how chal-
lenging the course was: Korda hit
driver, hybrid and 7-wood while mak-

ing par on the 587-yard ninth hole.
“That’s the longest par 5 I’ve ever

played,” she said. “I was happy to play
the front nine even.”

Chun hit all 14 fairways and said she
passed the time by discussing non-golf
topics with caddie Dean Herden.
 

In Gee Chun reacts after finishing her round during the first day of the Women’s PGA
Championship on Thursday.

AP

Judge lis Yanks ahead of judgment day Haddad Maia pushes into semis

“It was her best performance
ever. She just pushed through
her limits, and she found them.”
(AP)
 

Swimming coach Andrea Fuentes,
on diving into the pool to save artistic
swimmer Anita Alvarez, who fainted
Wednesday during her solo free routine
at the FINA World Championships.

NYRA suspends Baert
1 year for violations

CROMWELL, Conn. (AP) —
Rory McIlroy fought o a sinus bug
to shoot an 8-under 62 for a share of
the first-round lead with J.T. Poston
in the Travelers Championship.

Coming o a fih-place tie
Sunday in the U.S. Open aer win-
ning the Canadian Open the pre-
vious week, the second-ranked
McIlroy had a bogey-free morning
round — highlighted by a 47-foot
birdie putt on the par-4 seventh.

McIlroy matched the lowest open-
ing round of his PGA Tour career.
He finished with a tap-in birdie on
the ninth hole.

Poston had five straight birdies on
Nos. 13-17, making the turn at 6-
under 29 and inducing thoughts of
Jim Furyk’s record 58 on the same
TPC River Highlands course in 2016.
 

McIlroy, Poston set
Travelers C’ship pace

The New York Racing Association
suspended trainer Bob Baert for
one year Thursday for repeated
medication violations.

A panel credited Baert for time
served from an initial suspension
that makes the two-time Triple
Crown-winning trainer eligible to
saddle horses in New York again on
Jan. 26. The final decision marks the
end of a protracted back and forth
about Baert’s status in the state that
began in May 2021.

The ban is shorter than the two
years Churchill Downs sidelined
Baert aer Kentucky Derby winner
Medina Spirit tested positive for a
substance that is not allowed on race
day. A retired New York State Su-
preme Court Justice who was
serving as the NYRA hearing oicer
previously recommended a two-year
suspension.
 

Richardson too
slow for 100
final at c’ships

(The Associated Press)
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