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H.K. Cup English Program

Publicity

Speeches lead to student ambassador status

ong Keong is loeking for student

ambassadors who can enhance

ties between the city and Japan

with unique, innovative ideas.

Applications are now being ac-

cepted for the Hong Kong Cup
All Japan University Student Ambassadors
English Programme 2018-2012. This is an an-
nual English presentation contest to select stu-
dents to serve as bridges between Hong Kong
and Japan.

Applicants are required to pitch their ideas
with a presentation using visual aids an one of
three designated topicsa: Infreducing a Hong
Kong product/food/service/custom to Japan;
Jaint schoal event or program to promote cultur-
al exchanges; and Hong Keng tour program for
Japanese university students.

The contest is open to full-time university un-
dergraduate students in Japan, except for those
whose nationality or citizenship is a country or
territory where English is an official [anguage.

Fifteen students wil preceed to the final round
scheduled for Jan, 19 in Tokyo. The champion,
first runner-up, second runnsr-up and Fighting
Spirit prize winner will be awarded a two-week
studly tour in Hang Kong, and will also receive in-
ternship opportunities at an office related to
Hang Kong located in Japan or at The Japan
News for up to two weeks.

Mukogawa Wernen's University Senior Satomi

Satomi Honda gives her presentation in the final of
the 2017-2018 contest in January.

Honda won the previcus contest with her
presentation titled “Satomi's Neighboring Show,"
introducing unique tourism sites in Hong Kong
such as a local market. She and the three other
winners recently shared their thoughts about the
Hong Kong study tour. Thay also offered some
tips to future contestants.

Exchanges with students, peaple

“Friends | made in Hong Kong are ons of the
bast prizes that | got in this program,” Honda
said, refetring to her friends at the Chinase
University of Hong Kang during her trip from Feb.
27 to March 12. Honda and the three ather win-
ners attended classes on tapics such as eco-
nomics and arts at the university and went sight-
seeing at taurist spots with schoalmates.

Honda was touched by their kindness and
hospitality. “They literally organized everything for
us, from day-to-day meals to sightseeing,”
Honda said.

They also watched sports events and visited
gaovernmental organizations such as Invest Hong
Kong. First runner-up Masaomi Murakami, who
graduated from Keio University, sald he enjoyed
watching a Hong Kong Premier League soccer
game at a stadium. He was impressad by how
clage the pitch was to the spectators. He said he
could hear the playars' voices.

He learned that watching sports was notf pop-
ular in Hong Kong, because the size of the
audience was small. However, he said, "The
Hang Kong Premier League has great potential
ta become more attractive and bigger.”

Second runner-up Henoka Nishig, a junior at
Sophia University, was inspired by meeting wo-
men working at government organizations and
diligent students of the university.

“[The experience of meeting them] en-
calraged me to pursue my dream caresr when |
was wondering about what to do after
graduation,” Nishia said.

Fighting Spirit prize winner Nanako Tatsumi vis-
itad Invest Hong Kong and realized how impaort-
ant it was to use English through a conversation
with an official she met in the organization. The of-
ficial told Tatsurmi that she could work not anly in
Japan but in many countries where English is
used if she learns more of the language.

“| will study English to expand my horizons
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and possibilities,” Tatsumi, a sophomore at
Kwansel Gakuin University, said.

Entertain judges, audience

Top winners gave advice to future student am-
bassador candidates on making a good
presentation.

Honda and Nishic suggested sntertaining the
judges and audience. To do so, It is important
that first you enjoy yaurself," Handa said. At the
contest, she delivered a positive and energatic
performance.

Murakami struggled to make his presantation
logical. He said he was able to answer questions
given by the judges after his presentation
without panic.

Tatsumi advised being coniident. “[ belleve
that your confidence and passion will move the
judaes,” she said.

The 2017-2018 student ambassadors — from left,
Masaomi Murakami, Satomi Honda, Honoka Nishio
and Nanako Tatsumi — pose for a photo at Victoria
Harbor in Hong Kong during their study tour.

By Shirley Yung tunity for university bassadars to promote better understanding
Principal Hong Kong Economic and Trade students in Japan to of Hong Kong among university students in
Representative (Tokya) enhance their English Japan. They will be awarded a two-week fa-

language and
presentation skills, ex-
plore the dynamism
and rich diversity of
Hong Kong, and
make new friends in
Hong Kong.

Participants are re-
guired to give a short
English presentation on one of the three spe-
cified themes on Hong Kong. We hope that
students will, in researching into any of those
themes, learn maore about Hong Kong. We
alse look forward to hearing their views and
creative suggestions about Hang Kong.

The faur winners will become student am-

miliarization and study tour to Hong Kong,
and will also be offered an internship oppor-
tunity at organizations related to Hong Kong
in Japan or The Japan News. They can per-
sonally experience Hong Kong In many as-
pects, from enjoying the beautiful scenery
and gaining an Insight into university life in
Hong Kong, to meking friends with our ener-
getic young peaple and seeing for them-
selves what it is like warking in a Hong Kong
related organization.

The contest offers an excellent platform for
university students to enhance their prasent-
ation skills, experience foreign culiure and
make new friends. Flease do seize this op-
portunity to broaden your herizons.

Hong Kong and Japan have enjoyed a very
close and amicable relationship for many
years. We maintain strong ties covering a
wide range of areas, including commerce and
trade, education, tourism, arts and culture,
and even cuisine.

To further strengthen our friendship and
goodwill, the Hang Kong Econamic and Trade
Office (Takya), which represents the Hong
Kong Special Administrative Region Govern-
ment in Japan, has been organizing the "Hong
Kang Cup All Japan University Student
Ambassadors English Programme"” almost
avery year since 2007. It is an English present-
ation contest which offers an excellent oppar-
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Established
sales network in China,
Hong Kong and Japan.

Foods: Canned Foods / Dried Fruits 7/ Nats /
Beans & Cereals / Fresh Fruit, Vegetahles & Rice /
Seasonings / Cooking Qil / Frozen Poultry /

Processed Food / Seafood / Liquor
Motor & Machinery: Motor & Machinery
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03-3216-7112(FH9:30~17:30}

hangkongcup@yomiuri.com
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