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Applications are now being accapted for the
Hong Kong Cup All Japan University Student
Ambassadors English Pragramme 2016-2017.
This is an annual presentation contest to select
“student ambassadors” who will serve as a
bridge between Hong Kong and Japan.

The contest is apen to all university under-
graduate students, except for those whose na-
tionality or citizenship is a country or territory
where English is an officlal language. Applicants
are reguired to make a presentation with visual
aids on one of four designated tapics: business,
working holidays, movies or cuisine,

The champion, first runner-up, second runnst-
up and Fghting Spirit prize winner will be awarded
a two-week familiarization and study tour in Hong
Kong, and will alaa be offerad intemship oppor-
tunities at a Hong Kong-related organization in
Japan or The Japan News for up to two weeks.

In the 201 5-2016 contest, five winners re-
ceived prizes, as the Fighting Spirit prize went to
tweo competitors based on a special raquest
from the judges.

The winners — including Koki Matsumura,
wha took first place — recently shared their
thoughts on the contest and the Hong Keng
study tour, whils offering advics to future con-
testants,

Valuable experiences

“I've studied in the United States before far a
year, but | actually prefer the Hong Kong style,”
Matsumura. said, referring to his experience at
tha Chinesa University of Hong Kang {CUHK)
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The winners stand with their trophies at the finale of
the 2015-2018 contest in Takyo in January.
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during the study trip held from March 21
through April 3.

During the tour, the winners attendad classes
and stayed in dormitories, making friends with
lacal students at the university, and also visited
various organizations and toutist spots, includ-
ing the Legislative Council and Hong Kong Wet-
land Park.

Now a fourih-year student at Rikkya University,
Meatsurnura at the previaus contsst presented his
idea to open a hair salen featuring high-guality
Japanese senvice and young stylists In & prasent-
ation tited "Hair Salon Business in Hong Kong.”

Matsumura safd he was impressed by the fact
that students in Hong Kong were welcome to try
a lot of activities, and many of them were doing
internships, starting up their own businesses
and studying abroad.

"As a student ambassador, | would like to in-
troduce to people in Japan the attractiona of
Hong Kong that are not yet known," he said.

To pursue this mission as student ambassad-
ors, Matsumura and the other four winners
launched a website and a Facebook page, in
which they nct only intraduce interesting local
cuisine — such as snake soup — that they en-
foyed during the trip, but also write about cultur-
al diiferences between Japan and Hong Kong.

"Thraugh these activitiss, | was able to de-
velop a network af connections with people in-
valved with Hong Kong,” said Satoshi Asano,
the first unner-up,

Ths senior at Tokyo University of Fareign
Studies strongly recommmends the contest, as
“making a presentation in English in front of an
audience is nat an experience that comes
arcund often.”

For Asano, the highlight of the study trip was
a vislt to Invest HK, a government body that
promotas foreign investment, whare the winners
made presantations in front of officials exper-
ienced in supporting start-ups.

‘I felt there is a good enviranment for entre-
preneurs. | want to start my own business in
Hang Kong in the future," Asanag said.

Kyo Hakugycku, the second runner-ug, said
that simply having competed in a contest was a
“oreclous experience.” She affers practical ad-
vice about the contest, which she took part in
when she was a senior at Musashing University:
“| assume the Heng Keng Cup puts mors em-
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phasis on criginal ideas and creativity than
English fluency.”

A Chinesa native, Kyo said the trip was "awe-
some,” adding she was surprised by the fact that
Hong Kong students straightforwardly expressed
their opinions during classes. They are different
from students from Japan, who tend 1o be hesit-
ant to express thelr true feslings, she said.

Megumi [keda won the Fighting Spirit prize
with her proposal of using a soclal networking
service to promote Hong Kong tourism.

“Partlcipation in this svent made me determ-
ined to beceme someone whao can connect
Japan and places overseas in the future even
more,” said |keda, a junior at Aoyama Gakuin
University.

The ather Fighting Spirit prize winner, Yu
lwarma, said she practiced many times for the
presentation. The senior at Tokyo Medical
Uriversity said that through the program she nur-
tured friendships with Hang Kongers as well as
the other winnears.

“By participating In the Hong Kong Cup, you
can find best friends and invaluable experience,”
Iwama said.

Publicity

Chance to present ideas not to be missed
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The student ambassadars from the 2015-2016 contest — fram left, Koki Matsumura, Saioshi Asano, Yu
lwama, Megumi lkeda and Kyo Hakugyoku — pose at Hang Kang Wetland Park during their study tour in

March.

By Shirtey Yung
Principal Hong Kong Economic and Trade
Reprasentative (Tokyo)

Hong Kong and Japan have enjoyed a very
cloge and friendly relationship far many years.
The strong ties cover
a wide range of areas,
including commerce
and trade, educaticn,
tourfsm, arts and cul-
ture and even cuisine.

To further strengthen
the friendship and
goadwill, the Hang
Kong Econamic and
Trade QOffice (Tekya),
which represents the
Hong Kong Special Administrative Region

Government in Japan, is organizing the “Hong
Kong Cup All Japan University Studsnt
Ambassadars English Programme." It is an
English prasentation contest which affers an
excellent oppartunity for university students in
Japan to enhance their English language and
presentation skills, as well as explore the
dynamism and rich diversity of Hong Kong.

Participants are required to give a short
English prasentation on one of the four spe-
cified thermes on Hong Kong. We hope that the
students will, in researching any of those
themes, learn more about diffsrent aspsects of
Hong Kong. We also look farward to hearing
thelr perceptions and creative Ideas about
Hang Kong.

The four winners will become student am-
bassadors to promete better understanding of
Hong Kang amang university students in

Contest strengthens friendly relations

Japan, They will be awarded a two-week famil-
iarization and study taur to Hong Kong, and
also offered an internship opportunity at organ-
izations related to Hong Kong in Japan ar The
Japan News. They can personally experience
Hang Kong in many ways, fram enjoying the
beautiful scenery and gaining an insight into
university life in Heng Kong, to making friands
with our energetic young people and seeing for
themselves what it is like working in a Hang
Kong-related organization.

The contest is jointly arganized with The
Japan News and supported by the Japaness
Ministry of Fareign Affairs and Ministry of Edu-
cation, Culture, Sports, Sclencs and Tech-
nology. [ would like to take this appartunity to
thank our commercial spongors — Cathay Pa-
cific Afrways Ltd. and Dah Chang Hong (Japan)
ltd. — for thelr generous sponsarships.
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Apparels: Merchandizing / Apparels
Mctar & Machinery: Motor & Machinery
- Foods: Canned Food 7 Dried Fruits / Nuts /
Beans & Cereals / Fresh Fruit, Yegetable & Rice |
Seasonings / Cooking Oil { Frazen Pouliry {
Processed Fasd / Sea Food / Liquor

Dah Chang Ma.2 Bldg. Roppongi 5-18-2, Minato-ku, Tokyo 106-0032

Telephone: 81-3-3582-0711 Fax: 81-3-3560-8521

A member of Hong Kang listed trading campany, the DCH Group

htrp://www.dch-japan.com/




