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H.K. Cup English Program

Publicity

Calling all ‘student ambassadors’

Alming to raise interast and promote better
understanding of Hong Kong among stu-
dents at universities across Japan, the annual
Hong Kong Cup speech contest has been re-
vamped this year into a presentation contest
to gslect “student ambassadors” whao will
serve as a bridge between Hong Kong and
Japan.

The Hong Kang Cup All Japan University
Student Ambassadors English Programme
2014-2015 is now accepting applications,
apen ta all univarsity students in Japan includ-
ing graduate students — except far those
from a couniry or territory where English is an
official language.

The four winners will he invited to Hong
Kong for a two-week familiarization and
astudy tour as student amhassadors, They
will also have internship opportunities at one
of the Hang Kang-relatad organizatiens in
Japan or at The Japan News for up to two
weeks,

Four winners from last year, including Nao
Shofi who toak first place, recently shared
their memaries of the Hong Kong study trip
and offered advice to entrants this year.
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Last year's champicen, Nao Shoji, dalivers her
speech at the 2013 contest an Dec. 14.
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At last year's contast, Shaoji, then a sopho-
more at Keio University, discussed her first stay
in Hong Keng that surmmer under the fitle "Hong
Kong: A Home for Everyonse.” She concluded
the city has potential as a home for everyone
because “numerous ethnicities coincide with
each other to create a harmony.”

Shojl said she usually does nat gst stags
fright, but she was nervous at the caniest be-
cause the other cantestants who spoke hefors
her deliverad their speeches wondarfully,

"However, | managed not to forget my
lines and just expressed what [ felt, This con-
test helped to build my confidence," she said.

The firat runner-up, [skander Akylbayev of
Kazakhatan, was participating In the contest for
the second time in a raw. “The contest
provided vital lessans on haw to deal with pres-
sure, boosted my confidence and gave me the
ahility to fasl the audience. As wall, it is a graat
apportunity ta make a rich network of people
fram diverse backgrounds,” he said.

Akylbayev said that he tried to train approx-
imately 10 times a day for three weeks before
the cantest. He suggests ta watch public
speaking video samples on the Internet and
think about how you would perfarm if you
were the person in the video.

The second runner-up, Kycka Takigawa,
sald she was impressed by the opinicns and
thoughts each finalist had. “| learned from
the contest the importance of expressing
your own opinions when necessary," she ad-
ded.

Experience ‘real Hong Kong'

The faur top finishars were invited in March to
a two-week Hong Kong tour, which thay said
was an enjoyable experience and a great apgor-
tunity to gst to know the city and make friends
there.

The tour included 10 days' study and ac-
commodation at the Chinese University of Hong
Kong, as well as vislts to the Legislative Caundl,
the Hong Kong Heritage Museum and other
places.

Akylbayev said he still remembered a quote
from martial arts legend Bruce Lee that he came
acress at the museum: "Be like water.”

“[t implies flexihility, but that you shouldn't
change your nature,” he said. “We should be
flaxible and conacious of the differences we

have, but we should not change our naturs ar
core.”

Takigawa said, “The feod was good, the
pecple were nice and above all, Hong Kong has
such a diverse mix of cultures.”

Concerning the expsrience at the Chinese
University of Hong Kong, Shunsuke Minemura,
who won the Flghting Spirit Prize, sald he was
surprised and pleased to learn that more stu-
dants majorsed in Japanese studies at the unl-
versity than he expecied.

The prize is awarded to a finalist who puts
forward the best performance following the
top three winners and has less than cne year
of overseas experience.

Shoji sald she was surprised with how many
friends she made in Hong Kong, and that she
atill keeps in touch with some of them.

“| highly racommend this contast to every
atudent wha is interastad in Hong Kong hecause
it gives you the opportunity both ta challenge
yourself and to experience the true Hong Keng,”
she added.

By Sally Wong
Principal Hong Kang Econamic and Trade
Representative (Tokyo}

Hong Kong and Japan have enjoyed a very
close and friandly relationship far many years,
as reflected th our
huge bilateral trade
volume, large num-
ber of tourists, and
our keen interest in
each other's culture
and cuisine.

Ta further
strengthen ths tles
: and goodwilll, the

Hong Kong Eco-
%‘. nomic and Trads
Qffice in Japan
{HKETO} is organizing the "Hong Kong Cup
All Japan University Student Ambassadors
English Pragramms” to encourage univarsity

students in Japan to explore the dynamism
and rich diversity of Hong Keng.

Since 2007, we have organized the Hang
Kang Gup English Speach Cantest almost
every year with great success. To advance
this to a further stage, we have dscided to
change the format to an English prasentation
contest based on flve specific themes on
Hong Kong.

The four winnars will becams student am-
bassadors of Hong Kong. Apart from being
awarded a trip to Hong Kong for a famil-
iarization visit and a 10-day study tour at the
Chinese University of Hong Kong, the win-
ners will also be offered the oppartunity to
da internships at organizatians related to
Hong Kong in Japan ar The Japan News,
and be invited to join our various events held
in Japan. The student ambassadors will
have a unique cppartunity of experiencing
and enjoying the many exciting facets of life
in Hong Kong and the vihrancy and
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The four 2013
¢ contest winners
pose at the Le-
gislative Council
« — From left,
Shunsuke
Minemura,
Kyoka
- Takigawa, Nao
Shojl and
Iskander
Alkylbayev.

. Unique chance to experience Hong Kong

cosmepalitan nature of the city, from enjoy-  :
ing the foad and culture of Hong Kong to ¢
gaining some insight in university life in Hong
Kang, making friends with our energetic ¢
young people and getting a glimpse of what &
it is like warking In an organization related to ¢
Hong Kong. H
The contest is organized by HKETO in
collaboration with The Japan News and with
the support of the Japanese Ministry of For- !
eign Affairs and Ministry of Education, Culture, 3
Sports, Science and Technaology. | would like
to take this opportunity to thank our cormmer- !
cial sponsors — Gathay Pacific Airways Ltd. ;
and Dah Chong Hang {Japan) Ltd. — for thelr
generous sponsarships. H
The gregram offers an excellent apportunity
for university students in Japan to enhance
their English language and presentation skills, !
confidence i public speaking, 1o sxplors for-
eign cuiture and make new friends in Hong ¢
Kang. H
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Apparels: Merchandizing / Apparels
Motor B Machinery: Maror & Machinery
Foods: Canned Food /7 Dried Fruits 7 Nuts /

Beons & Cereals / Fresh Fruit, Vegetable & Rice /
Segsonings / Casking Oil ! Frozen Poultry {
FProcessed Food / Sea Food | Liquer
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Dah Chong No.2 Bldg. Roppangi 5-18-2. Minato-ku, Tokye 106-0032
Telephone: 81-3-3582-0711 Fax: 81-3-3560-8521
http://www.dch-japan.com/
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DAH CHONG HONG (JAFAN)LTD.

A member of Hong Kang Listed trading company, the BCH Group
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